NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP e 14™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
July 5, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Voluntary on KINGSFOLD John A. Stallsmith
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: O come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
All: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to the Lord with songs of praise!
One: Forthe Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
All: O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

*Hymn (#395) Blessed Jesus at Your Word

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Gracious and loving God, forgive us when turn a deaf ear to your call in Jesus



Christ and to the cries of those in the world who need your love and our help.
Forgive us when we treat discipleship as a yoke of oppression rather than a
blessing and gift for leading a faithful life as your people.

O Lord, forgive our sin. Help us to know and love you with all that we are that we
may love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We pray for the strength of your
Holy Spirit to equip us for our calling as followers of Jesus Christ, in whom we
have our hope and put our trust. (Silence)

*Assurance of Pardon

One: The apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Galatia, “For you were called to
freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.””

All: Let us believe and proclaim the good news!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace

*Congregational Response (#312, v. 1) Take Us As We Are, O God

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#312, v. 2) Take Us As We Are, O God

First Scripture Lesson Romans 7:15-25a
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem “Give Me Jesus” Moses Hogan
Soloist: Sarah Privette

Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon The Kingdom of God & Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI
the 250th Birthday of the United States



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith from the Barmen Declaration
“Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification
and redemption”

As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same
way and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole
life. Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this
world for a free, grateful service to his creatures. We reject the false doctrine, as
though there were areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ,
but to other lords — areas in which we would not need justification and
sanctification through him.

*Hymn (#510) We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name
Call to Generosity

Offertory Meditation of “Fairest Lord Jesus” Diane Bish
*Congregational Response (#312, v. 3) Take Us As We Are, O God

*Prayer of Dedication
One: Accept these gifts we bring, O Lord.



All:  Give us the wisdom, courage, and love we need to use them in ways that
please you, spread the gospel, and care for our neighbors with the love
of Jesus. We thank you for your indescribable gift! Amen.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Invitation
Great Thanksgiving (#508) Come to the Table
Breaking of the Bread
Prayer of Gratitude
WE DEPART TO SERVE
*Hymn (#182) | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

*Charge & Benediction

*Congregational Benediction (#312, v. 4) Take Us As We Are, O God

*Postlude Postlude on KINGSFOLD John A Stallsmith
*Please rise, in body or spirit.

Called Congregational Meeting

The Session of NWPC has called for a Meeting of the Congregation to be held in hybrid fashion today,
Sunday, July 5, following our worship service (approximately 12:00pm). The purpose of the meeting is to
hear and act upon a recommendation concerning the sale of a land parcel in Finley Park.

We're a

Matthew 25
church
. pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!



395 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
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true and ho - ly teach us, Lord, to  love  you sole - Iy

all good liv - ing come but by your gra - cious giv - ing,
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Originally concefved to be sung before the serman, this hymn assumes a cungregation that assembles
regularly, and it needs te be placed near the beginning rather than the end of worship, The simple repetitive
tune reinforees the bext's serse of receptivity and expectation.

TENT: Tokias Clasnitzer, 1640; k. Calhming Winkwarth, 1838, al, LIEHSTER [ESL!
RALISIC: Jobann RBudhaiph Ak, 1564, harm jobann Sebasian Bach, 18th ceni., ok R T N R



Take Us As We Are, O God 312

Capo 3 L ':'?] |r” [‘.i “!-H A
F

héh F= 'I_j J-_'[ F“?—;@J_—i;

!I

1 Take us as we ame, O God, -.md claim ws a5 ¥our own.  As
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let  our lives be used to make your sav - ing pur - pase known,

by  vou- prom-ise we can know the peace your grace sup - plies.

graves break o-pen to re-lease new  life from death’s dread seal.

til at length you call us all to  your un - end - ing feaat.

Cuitar chovds dia pot correspoand with keyboard harmaony.

This Lord's Supper text is organtzed around the fourfold liungical shape froced by Dem Gregory Dis in
The Shape of the Lifurgy: take, bless, break, ﬁ:vb It comsiders how the phrase “Body of Chets),” wsed for

sacramental bread, can alse be applied to the bapdized people of God,
TEXT: Carl P! D ., 19995 EMILESS FEAST
PALSIC: Alfrend W Feclak, 1995 AN

fext @ 1995 Hope Publshing Company
Mdugic & 7995 Smlah Pubinng Co_ lnc



510 We Gather Here in Jesus” Name
Come, Share the Lord
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for through the lov-ing Son ~ the Fa-ther makes us one:
the one  we love the most is mow our  gra-cious host
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come, take the bread; come, drink the wine: come, share the Lord.
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Find - ing our for - give-ness here, we in turn for-give all wrongs.
Though un -seen, he meets us here in the braak-ing  of the bread.

The cender of this bt recalls Christ's pm:-ﬂq—surrﬁﬂiﬂn meal a1 Emmans {Luke 24:13-38), a reminder that the
Risen Christ i= in our midst when two or three gather in his name (Matthew 13200 and share a foretaste of
the Heawenly Feast (Matthew 26:39) Luke 22:18/ Mark 14:25).

TEST and BAUISK - Bryan jeffery Leich, 1904 - CTwAE, SHARF THE LOIRD
Rt avwd Ml 0 1ES Bt Bock Misks Ca, e Ireepzuline



508 Come to the Table
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Laid in a sta - ble, God's gift of levve:

My wvow re - mem - ben 1 am your Lord.
Pray for the Spir - it lift up your hearts.
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Je - sus  our Gav - dor poured out |his life's blood.
Drink of this  wine, the cup of sal - wa - tiom,
Christ has a - ris - en our Lord and Sav - ion
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Our  sins  for - giv -  en, God's gilt  of love.
for you are  mine, and | am your Lord
With great thanks - giv - ing. lift  up your hearts.
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*Stanza T may be sung by a leader.,

This Borean text acoomplishes a sare lead in a Lord's Supper hymn by dealing with the full range of Christ's
Fifer Frovms the Mabivily bo the Resarnection, The first and Uhird stanzas are in the vosoe of the congregation,
whilir the middle stanza recalks Chirlst's words of institution.

TEET: Paul Jurggape Hhobs, 2007; bt Sl jergggap Hish, 2001, ali. COAE T THIE TABLE
LIS Hyun Chul Liss, 2007 DAY
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182 1 Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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1 1T Tweard the voice of  Je-sus say, “Come un - to me and  rest;
2 1 heand the voice of le-sus say, “Be - hold, [ free - ly give
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lay down, O hea ry one, lay down your head up-on  my breast.”
the liv - ing wa-ter thirst-y one; stoop down and drink and live”
look un - to  me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”
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found in him  a rest - ing place, and  he  has made me glad.
thirst was t_pJLn{]'LuL my  soul e-vived, and now 1 live in i,
in that  light of life Il walk til  trav-eling days are dnnE:.
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Esch staniza here pares an invitation fram Jesus with a I'E:! & fram the nasrator, These thnee invitalions
recall how Jesus welcomed those who were heavy Ia.-:len 11:28), offered living water (John 4:10-14],
and idertified himself as the Bght of the world Uuhns 12, %5).

TEXT: Horaiius Bonar, 1348, ali. KINGSFLLD
PAUISIC: Enphish Coundy Sangs, 1893; hanen Ralph Yaughan Willisms, 1906 el



