NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP e 12 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
June 21, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude The God of Abraham Praise Gordon Young
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: God cares for us completely and calls for our total commitment.
All: Christ gave his life that we might live and calls us to give our lives to him.
One: Through Christ we have died to sin; in Christ we are fully alive to God.
All: Come, let us worship God!

*Hymn (#49) The God of Abraham Praise

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan

*Prayer of Confession
God of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac, God of Hagar and Ishmael, who gave us your
Son, Jesus Christ the crucified, send your Holy Spirit to help us confess and truly
repent of our sins. We turn against one another; we fail to care for the weak and
poor among us. We pay no heed to the cries of the powerless; we seek our own



advantage. Your Son emptied himself upon a Roman cross and revealed your
eternal, self-giving love.

Forgive us, merciful God. Wipe sin from our lives and let us find ourselves wholly
in Jesus Christ, our Savior. (Silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: God, who loves us, does not abandon or forsake us.
All:  Our Savior hears and answers
when we cry out from the wastelands of sin.
One: Death cannot bind us, for the risen Christ sets us free.
All:  So we proclaim the good news! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#48, sing 2x) Rain Down

Rain down; rain down; rain down your love on your people.
Rain down; rain down; rain down your love, God of life.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#288) Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

First Scripture Lesson Matthew 10:24-39
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem Lord, Here | Am John Ness Beck
NWPC Chancel Choir

Second Scripture Lesson Genesis 21:8-21
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Casting Out Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created
the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female,
of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we
hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of
God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and
threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s
condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In
everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless
all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the
covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who
runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

*Hymn (#51) To Abraham and Sarah
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Call to Generosity

Offertory Appalachian Meditation Joseph Martin



*Congregational Response (#701) Lord, Prepare Me
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

*Prayer of Dedication

One: Holy One, incarnate One, dynamic One, God who is Trinity,
we lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving for the life in Christ Jesus
that we receive from you.

All:  You have shown that your mercy overcomes sin and evil and brings
relief from oppression. We thank you for your steadfast love that keeps
covenant with your people.

One: In Christ we know the depth of your care for all that you create.

All:  We invite the Holy Spirit to help us so that we can praise you eternally
in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#450) Be Thou My Vision

*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude Blest Be the Tie That Binds Lloyd Larson

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're a

Matthew 25
.s church

pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!



49  The God of Abraham Praise
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1 The God of  A-braham praise, whe migns en-throned a - bove,
2 Your spir -it still flows free, high surg - ing where it will
3 Your good-ly land we  seek, with peace and plen - ty blest,
4 You have e - ter - nal liie im - plant-ed in  the soul;
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the An-cent of E - ter - nal Days, the God of love!
In proph-et's word you spoke of old and you speak sill
a land of sa-cred lib - er - ty and Sab - bath rest
vour love shall be our strength and stay, while a - ges roll
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The Lord, the great 1 am, b Earth and heaven con-fessed,
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Es - tab-lished is your law, and change-less it shall stand
There milk and hon-ey  flow, and il and wine a - bound,
We praise you, liv-ing Godl We praise your ho - ly name:
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we  bow be-fore your he - ly  name, for - ev - er blest.
deep writ up -on the hu - man heart by your strong hand.
and trees of life for - ev - er  grow with mer - ¢y crowned.
the first, the last, be - yond all thought, and  still  the  same!
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Shaped by its traditional pewish ture, this sebection of Enﬂ_ilnh stanzas conveys the essenae of the Yigdal, a
canticle based an a medieval Hebrew statement of faith about the nature of God and often used in
synagogue worship, alternately chanted by cantor anc congregation.

TEXT: Maxzes Malmonides, 17th cenk; wers. Daniel ben judah Dapan, 1404; sanzas 1, 3, rans. Thomas Olieers, © 1730, alt,; LECWI
wanzas 2, 4, ware. Fax Landsberg, Mewton b Mane, and Willlaer © Gannedf, 1884, 1910, alL . 8,43
FALSIC: Jewish maelody, 171h oo, adapl. Meyer Lpun arecd Thamas Ceivers, 1770



Rain Down
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down; rain down your love, God of lifee.

This pefealn ey fram o bonger song based on Psadm 33, bu thee striking Image of Gols Jove Ealling like
rain is not stiually prsent in thal pealo, Thal image may be based on Faekiel 340:26, whens Cod pramises o
send showers tf blessing upen the: peaple af the covenant.
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TEXT: Jaime Crer, 1991
IALISIC: | kel Crgbiesr, 1001 avr, ek Carler, 2081
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Spirit of the Living God 288
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opir - it of fhe liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on  me.
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Spir - it of the liv-ing God, all  a-fresh on me,
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KOREAN SPANISH

detA4 F A YA 244 Sawto Esprritu de Dios, ven sobee o
opd sl A A 244 Sanko Espritu de Dins, ven sobee o
WA s §-44 Vomranre, combinme, Héname, s
dolA4 F AE A 244 Santo Espiritn de Divs, ven sobne ny,

Brh the words and the music of this prayer-song were weitkn by a Prsbyberian minister fom Tacboera,
Porth Carcling. The words were inbtlally inspined by Jevemicl 18:1-6; a friend hoelpesd im st them g omisic
during an svangelistic meeting in Crlande, Flarida, whene the song was frs) AL

TEST: Dramve] lvirsan, 1939; Eorean trans, The Unieed Mothadil Kirean Hyerma | Consmilteg; Spunish sars. anan. LIRSS
MUSIC: Daniel herson, 1926 frregular
oot ano Rfusic © 7005 Mircking Music fackinn, FRACIAS Pubishing.com)
Kiwaban s, 10 2001 Aichwieny Music acmin. FRATAAG Publs hisg. com)



51 To Abraham and Sarah

I Will Be Your God
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1 To A - bra-ham and 5Sa
2 From A - bra-ham and 5Sa -

of God was cear
- TOEE A pil - grim race,

3 We of this gen-er - a - tion on whom God's hand is laid
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“Go forth and 1 will show you a coun-try rich and fair
. ée - pen-dent for their jour - ney on God's a - bun-dant grace;
| can jour-mey to the fu - ture se - cure and un - a - fraid,
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You need not fear the jour - ney, for [ have pledged my word
and in their heart was writ - ten by God this  sav - ing word,
r: - joic-ing in God's good-ness and trust-ing  in  this word,
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that you shall be my peo - ple and 1 will be your God."
“That you shall be my peo - ple and I will be vour God”
“That you shall be my peo ple and 1 will be your God”
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covenant relatiorshig between Ged and the
versionacalled LLANGLOFFAN, wsed elsew

i comcdensas the nasrabive of Genesis 17:1-23 and grousds it in the recurring statement of the
Je Cieid i chosen. This Welsh tune also ooours in a mimnor
i this hyrmnal {see ro. 362}

TEXT: hafith 2. Feties, 1984
MUSIC: Whaka melkody
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Lord, Prepare Me 701

A7 & Sanctuary 1
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Lord, pre - pare  me to be a sanc-tu - ar - ¥y, pure and
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The lines given here comvey the central message of the longer song for which they form the refrain. The
principal Seriphure reference is 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Paul's reminder bo the Christians st Corinth that *|thev]
&re Lodd's eemple and that God's Spirit dwells in [them].”

TEXT: kahn Thompeon and Randy Soriggs, 1982 SAMCTLIARY
MALEE: john Thamgecn and Rardy Soruggs. 1902; @ Mylea L. Bulkr-Mocne Trvengslist
Terwd e Music 0 7992 Fa Armor Music Pabiiching o,
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450

Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my  heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true Word;
3 Rich - es | heed not, nor  wvain, emp - ty  praise;
4 High King of Heav - en, my vic = o ry Wi,
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naught be  all else o me.  save  that  thou  ark
1 av - er with thee and  thou  with  me,  Lord;
thou mine in - her io- tamce,  now and al - ways;
nay I reach heav - en's  jows, O bright heaven's Sun!
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thou my  best thought by day or by night,
thou my soul's shel - ter, and thou my high bowwarer;
thou and thou on - Iy, first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er  be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres-ence my light
raise thou me heaven-ward, ©  Fower of my powern
High King of Heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
siill  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Culftar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

These stanzas are seleched from a 20th-century Enﬂh
the 10th century o before. They are set to an Irish
dispite its lack of repetition and its wide range.

poetic verskon of an Irish monastic prayer dating o
melody that has proved popular and easily sung

TEXT: Irish poem; trans, Mary E, Byme, 1905 virs, Eloanor Hull, 1912, a
MALSIC: irish hallad; hanm. David Evans, 1927
Music Hanm. € 1927 Oelovr Linversity Frest
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