NORTH WILKESBORO
é"* PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP e TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
June 7, 2026—11:00am

Prelude Mike Norman

Words of Welcome Rev. Amanda Horan

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Rejoice in the Lord!
Praise the Lord with instruments and shouts of joy!

All: God loves justice and righteousness. The earth is full of God’s love.
One: Let all of creation revel in awe of God, our creator.
All: God’s love endures forever.

One: Amen! Let us worship together.

*Hymn (#305) Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. R.C. Griffin llI



*Prayer of Confession
Holy God, we confess, a bit pridefully, that we appreciate decency and order,
forgetting that we seek the order that is of our own making. We confess that
clear rules and social norms give us comfort, forgetting how many of your
beloved children are hurt and excluded by them. We confess that we place our
trust in ability, strength, and the works we produce, forgetting our total reliance
on your grace. Forgive us, God, and free us to live in courageous faith, that we
may abide in your righteousness. (Silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: Jesus said, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”
All:  We have been blessed with God’s grace and mercy in abundance,
through Jesus Christ.
One: Know that we are forgiven, and be at peace!

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#48, sing 2x) Rain Down

Rain down; rain down; rain down your love on your people.
Rain down; rain down; rain down your love, God of life.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#288) Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

First Scripture Lesson Genesis 12:1-9

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)
Anthem Amazing Grace arr. Lloyd Larson
Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 9:9-13

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Go and Learn Rev. Amanda Horan



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith from A Declaration of Faith
We hold that what God says to us and does for us centers in Jesus Christ, our
living Lord as he is remembered, known, and expected. In Christ, God’s Word of
acceptance takes flesh: by grace through faith we are set right with God, adopted
as children of God, not because of anything we have done, but because of what
Christ has done. In Christ, God’s Word of demand is lived out: to love God and
neighbor as Jesus did is what God requires of us. The Spirit adds no different
Word from God, but leads us deeper into the truth of God uttered in Jesus Christ.

*Hymn (#684) Faith Begins by Letting Go
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer

Call to Generosity

Offertory Variations on DISTRESS Shearing
*Congregational Response (#701) Lord, Prepare Me

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for you.




*Prayer of Dedication
One: Holy God, we offer our gifts today and every day, trusting in your promises
to heal, reconcile and bring justice and peace.
All:  May all that we offer be transformed into signs of your love and acts of
your mercy. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#766) The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound

*Responsive Charge

One: Now we go to walk in the way of faith

All: trusting in God’s endless and life-giving presence.

One: We turn to the Lord with our needs

All: and to our neighbors with mercy,

One: for in seeing ourselves as friends of others,

All: we learn anew each day the meaning of our fellowship in Christ.

*Benediction
*Postlude Be Though My Vision arr. Foxwell

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're a

Matthew 25
church
. pcusa.org/matthew25

Scanfor moreinfo



THE CHURCH

305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!
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1 Come sing, O church, in  joy! Come join, O church, in  song!
2 Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns su - preme,
3 Let cour - age be our friend; let wis-dom be our guide,
4 Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in  song!
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For Christ the Lord has led wus throughthe a - ges long!
em-power-ing us to caich the vi - sion, dream the  dream!
as we in mis-sion mag - ni - fy the Cru - cd - fied!
For Christ the Lord has tri-umphed o'er the a - ges long!
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In bold ac- cord, come cel-e-brate the jour-ney now and praise the Lord!
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This text was the winner in a hymn competition sponsored by the Presbyterian Church (US.A.) Bicentennial
Compmnittee for the 1988-1989 observance, which had the theme “Celebrate the Journey.” The late 18th-century
tune (first used with Psalm 148) is appropriately celebratory.

TEXT: Brian Dill, 1938
MUSIC: John Darwall, 1770
Text € 1989 Brian Dl

DARWALL'S 148TH
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Rain Down
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down; rain down your love, God of lifee.

This pefealn ey fram o bonger song based on Psadm 33, bu thee striking Image of Gols Jove Ealling like
rain is not stiually prsent in thal pealo, Thal image may be based on Faekiel 340:26, whens Cod pramises o
send showers tf blessing upen the: peaple af the covenant.
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TEXT: Jaime Crer, 1991
IALISIC: | kel Crgbiesr, 1001 avr, ek Carler, 2081
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Spirit of the Living God 288
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opir - it of fhe liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on  me.
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Spir - it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on  me.
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Spir - it of the liv-ing God, all  a-fresh on me,
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KOREAN SPANISH

detA4 F A YA 244 Sawto Esprritu de Dios, ven sobee o
opd sl A A 244 Sanko Espritu de Dins, ven sobee o
WA s §-44 Vomranre, combinme, Héname, s
dolA4 F AE A 244 Santo Espiritn de Divs, ven sobne ny,

Brh the words and the music of this prayer-song were weitkn by a Prsbyberian minister fom Tacboera,
Porth Carcling. The words were inbtlally inspined by Jevemicl 18:1-6; a friend hoelpesd im st them g omisic
during an svangelistic meeting in Crlande, Flarida, whene the song was frs) AL

TEST: Dramve] lvirsan, 1939; Eorean trans, The Unieed Mothadil Kirean Hyerma | Consmilteg; Spunish sars. anan. LIRSS
MUSIC: Daniel herson, 1926 frregular
oot ano Rfusic © 7005 Mircking Music fackinn, FRACIAS Pubishing.com)
Kiwaban s, 10 2001 Aichwieny Music acmin. FRATAAG Publs hisg. com)



Faith Begins by Letting Go

CELEBRATING TIME

634

I ] I  — I ; — I ! ! '-!
) r s F o 4 ﬂ#
1 Faith be - gins by let - ting go, giv - ing up  what
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing  on, keep - ing mem - ory's
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en -
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right and odd, trust - ing  all our life  to God.
we pos - sess but by God's great faith - ful - ness.
com - mon - place ripe with wit - ness to God's grace.
- g - £ = o
= = T =
T — = —r
| I | r | | e

This text affirms that faith is not a state of being but a process of becoming what we are called to be in
relationship to God, other people, and the world. The movement from one stage of faith to another is

suggested by gestures of the hand: letting go, holding on, reaching out.

TEXT: Carl F. Daw Jr., 1995
MUSIC: Charles F. Gounod, 1872
Text € 1996 Hope Publishing Company
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Lord, Prepare Me 701
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The lines given here comvey the central message of the longer song for which they form the refrain. The
principal Seriphure reference is 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Paul's reminder bo the Christians st Corinth that *|thev]
&re Lodd's eemple and that God's Spirit dwells in [them].”

TEXT: kahn Thompeon and Randy Soriggs, 1982 SAMCTLIARY
MALEE: john Thamgecn and Rardy Soruggs. 1902; @ Mylea L. Bulkr-Mocne Trvengslist
Terwd e Music 0 7992 Fa Armor Music Pabiiching o,
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

/606 The Church of Christ
Cannot Be Bound
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1 The church of Christ can - not be  bound by
2 True faith  will 0 - pen up the door and
3 True love will not sit i - dly by when
4 If what we  have  we free - ly  share to
5 The church of Christ can - not be bound by
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walls of  wood or stone. Where char -i - ty  and
step in - to the street. True ser - wvice will seek
jus - tice s de - nied True mer - cy hears the
meet our neigh-bor's need, then we ex - tend the
walls of wood or stone. Where char - i - ty and
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love are found, there can the church be known.
out the poor and ask to  wash their feet.
home - less  cry and wel - comes them in - side
Spir - it's care through ev = ery self - less deed.
love are  found, there can the church be known.
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This text was the winning entry in a hymnwriling compelition .\in'lnmt,l‘r new texts dealing with poverty and
homelessness, but as the stanza sung at the beginning and end of the hymn makes clear, such specific
ministries grow oul of an understanding of the church as love in action.

TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2005 MC KEE
MUSIC: African American spiritual; fubilee Songs, 1684; adapt. Harry T, Burleigh, 1940 (Y]
Text © 2005 GIA Publications, inc.



