NORTH WILKESBORO
b PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

( 7 WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP e SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
March 1, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Toccata on “The God of Abraham Praise” Gordon Young
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin

BREATH PRAYER
Inhale: The Lord is my light and my salvation...
Exhale: Of whom shall | fear?...

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship

One: As God set Abram, Sarai, and Lot on a journey,
God calls us to follow in trust.

Many: God is able to make us more than we have been
and blesses us on the way.

One: AsJesus invited Nicodemus to be born again,
Christ invites us to become a new creation.

All: Christ calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light,
and we are saved through him.

*Hymn (#49) The God of Abraham Praise



WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan

*Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace. You call us
to trust in you completely, but we do not. We are timid and fearful as we follow
your lead. We justify our actions and words, though we know they are not what
you require. We struggle to understand the new life Christ offers, preferring old
habits to risky change.

Sung Response (#577, sing 2x) Lord, Have Mercy
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

(Silence)

Forgive us, we pray. Help us to be born again into the life of Christ, trusting that
you have included us by grace in the family of faith. In Christ’s name we pray.
Amen.

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, God is for us and not against us!
For that very reason, God sent the Son into the world not to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved through him.
All:  Let us believe the good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#425, v. 1) Son of God, Whose Heart Is Peace

Son of God, whose heart is peace, Son of God, most holy,
to your presence we have come; give us now your love.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#45, v. 1) I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes
I to the hills will lift my eyes; from whence shall come my aid?
My help is from the Lord alone, who heaven and earth has made.



First Scripture Lesson Genesis 12:1-4a
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” Arr. John Leavitt

Second Scripture Lesson Psalm 27
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Facing Fear Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Hymn (#50) Deep in the Shadows of the Past
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer

Call to Generosity

Offertory Meditation on SLANE Elizabeth Krouse



*Congregational Response (#709, refrain) God, We Honor You
God, we honor you. God, we trust in you. God, we worship and adore you.
Take what we bring, offered to you. Teach us to show your abundant blessings.
God, we honor you. God, we trust in you. God, we worship and adore you.

*Responsive Prayer of Dedication
One: Gracious God, we dedicate to you not only these gifts,
but also ourselves, in deep gratitude:

All:  for your call on our lives,

for your guidance in the baptismal journey,

and for blessing us that we may be a blessing to others.
One: Accept what we bring for your own good purposes. In Christ we pray.
All:  Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#450) Be Thou My Vision
*Charge & Benediction

*Choral Benediction

*Postlude Postlude on “Be Thou My Vision” William Gudger

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're a

Matthew 25
s church
. pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!
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R s

e $ L e
| The God of A-braham praise, who reigns en-throned a-bove,
2 Your spir-it still flows free, high surg - ing where it will.
3 Your good-ly land we  seek, with peace and plen -ty blest,
4 You have e - ter - nal life im - plant-ed in the soul;
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the An-cient of E - ter - nal Days the God of lowel
In proph-et's word you spoke of old and you speak still.
a land of sa-cred lib - er - tv and Sab - bath rest
your love shall be our strength and stay, while a - ges roll
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The Lord, the great I aM, by earth and heaven con-fessed,
Es - tab-lished is your law, and change-less it shall stand,
There milk and hon-ey flow, and oil and wine a - bound,
We praise you, liv-ing God! We praise your ho - ly name:
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we bow be-fore your ho - Iy pame, for - ev - er hlest,

deep writ up-on the hu - man heart by  your strong hand.
and trees of life for - ev - er grow with mer - q,' crovwmed,
the First, the last, be - yond all thought, and =l same!
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Shaped by its traditicnal Jewish tune, this selection of English stanzas corveys the essence of the Tigds), a
candiche based on a medieval Hebrew statement of faith i the nature of aml ofben used in
synagogue worship, allernately chanted by cantor and congregation.

TEXT: Moes Maimasids, 120 opaL; wers. Daniel ben jeddsh Dagan, 1404; sianzas 1, 1, rana. Thomes livers, c. 1770, 2k ; LECIE
slarzas 2, 4, [rans, Max Landdheng, Rewion s, bann, aed Willlam C. Gannetl, 1884, 1950, all, 66040
RALISIC: Jemwish ey, 171h cenl.; adapl. Meyer Lyon and Thivmas Cfivers, 1770
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Lord, Have Mercy
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Son of God, Whose Heart Is Peace 425
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| to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes 45
(Psalm 121)
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1 by the hills  will Tift my  eyes; from
2 G:‘rd will nol let  your fool be  moved; your
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Deep in the Shadows of the Past 5
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1 Deep in the shad-ows of  the past, far out from set - tled lands,
2 While oth-ers bowed to change-less gods, they met  a mys - ter - y,

3 From Ex-o - dus o Pen - be - cosi the prom-ise changed and Erew,
4 For all the writ-ings that  sur-vived, for lead - ers, long  a - go,
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some  no - mads trav-eled with their God  a-cross the  des - ert sands.
in - wis-i = ble with-out a name: “1 A wHAT | wni  Be";
while some, re - mem-ber - ing the past, re-cord-ed what they knew,
who sift -ed, cop-ied, and pre - servedthe Bi-ble that we know,
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The dawn-ing hope of hu - mam-kind by them was sensed and shown:
and by their tents, a-round their fires in  sto - ry, song, and law,
or  with their let-ters and la - ments, their proph-e - cy and praise,
give thanks, and find its sto-ry  yet our prom-ise, strength,and call,
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a praom-ise call-ing them a - head, a fu-ture vet un-known.
they praised, re-mem-bered, hand-ed  on a past that prom -ised more.
re - cov-ered, kin-dled, and ex- prossed mew hope for chang-ing  davs.
the mod-el  of e - merg-ing faith, a - live with hope for  all.
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/709 God, We Honor You
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God, we hon - or you. God, we  trust in youw
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Take what we  bring, of - fered to you.
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Teach us to  show your a - bun - dant bless - ings,
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450

Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thouw my vi - sion, O Lord of my  heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and  thou my  true  Word;
3 Rich - es 1 heed not, nor  vain, emp - ty  praise;
4 High King of Heav - en, my vic = o ry WO,
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naught be  all else  to  me,  save that  thou  arg
1 ey - er with  thee and  thou  with me,  Lord;
thou mine im - her i- tamee, now and Al - ways;
may I  reach heav -en's  jows, 0 bright heaven's Sund
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thou my best thought, by  day or by night,
thou my soul's shel - ter, and thou my high towver:
thou and thou on 2 Iy, first  in my hezart,
Heart of my  own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres-ence my  light
raise thou me heaven-ward, O  Fower of my powern
High King of Heav - en, my trea-sure thou  art
sl  be my vi - sion, O Bul - er  of all.

Cuitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century Enﬁi‘l
the: 1ith century or before. They are set to an Irish
despite its lack of repetition and its wide range.

poetic verskon of am Irish monastic prayer dating b
melody that has proved popular and easily sung

TEXT: Irish poems; irans, Maery £, Byme, 1905 vies, Elaanor Hull, 1912, a
MALSIC: irish hallad; harm. David Evans, 1927
Adusic Harm, € 1927 Ol Liniversity Pross
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