NORTH WILKESBORO
af PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

( WELCOMING + GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 11, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude A Celtic Prelude Michele McLaughlin
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship

One: Inthe beginning, at creation,

the Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep.
Many: In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and humankind.
One: God caused the waters to part so that Israel could cross

from slavery to liberation.
Many: God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb.
One: Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in water.
Many: Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman,

the first person to recognize that he was the Christ.
One: Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ.
All: God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a large family.

Praise be to God!

*Hymn (#484) Out of Deep, Unordered Water



WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we are estranged from you and from one another.
We treat others as strangers rather than as people created in your image and
fellow children of God. We exploit the earth as though it were our possession
rather than a gift entrusted to our care and a reflection of your image and glory.
Forgive us our sins and transform us by your Spirit that we might live as people
who have been baptized as your own children. (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends! God forgives all our sins and promises to bring us to everlasting life.
All:  InJesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace

*Congregational Response (#605) Praise to God the Father
Praise to God the Father; praise to God the Son;
praise to God the Spirit: praise to the Three-in-One.
Sing praise, sing praise to the Lord on high.
Praise to God Almighty; praise to the Holy One.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#456, refrain) Listen, God is Calling
Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.

First Scripture Lesson Matthew 3:13-17
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem Sarah Privette

Second Scripture Lesson Psalm 29
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)



Sermon Voice Rev. R.C. Griffin Ill

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith From

A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the
giver and renewer of life.

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets
us free to accept ourselves and to love God and
neighbor, and binds us together with all
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and
apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through
Scripture, engages us through the Word
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, and calls women and men to all
ministries of the Church.

*Hymn (#476) Crashing Waters at Creation
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Call to Generosity
Offertory The River Joseph Martin
*Congregational Response (#69, refrain)
I, the Lord of Sea and Sky
Here I am, Lord. Is it |, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.




*Responsive Prayer of Dedication
One: 0 God, in our baptisms we have been named and claimed as your covenant
people, connected deeply with you, with one another, and with the earth.
All:  May these gifts be used as a witness to your love, peace and justice at
work in the world, renewing the face of the earth. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#475) Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude On the Banks of the Jordan Arr. Kathy Smith

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're a

\ Matthew 25
s church
. pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!
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Praise to God the Father 605
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Listen, God Is Calling
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476 Crashing Waters at Creation

Capo 1: (Em) { Fdim7 ) {Em)
Fm Gelim? Fm
Py —t——r—— =
I l . i ld—ﬁ—_:iﬁ—_!':
[ L I
1 Crash - ing  wa - ters al cre - a - tion, or - dered
2 Part - ing  wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the
3 Cleans - ing wa = fer once at Jor - dan closed a -
4 Liv ing  wa - lern nev - er end - ing, quench  the
i DHdimT Y (Em)
Eclim? Fm
b e
e e e e
5 Se— ===
by the Spir - it's  breath, first bo wit = ness
cap - tives passed on through, wash - ing off the
round  the One  fore - told, 0 pened o re
thirst  and flood  the soul, Wil spring, Source  of
{ Frdim7 ) [Em} {Am) {BY  [Eml
Gdim? Fm Bm C Frmi
—ﬁ (g |-.1 jl i — = | J-_‘ I T I
oo R — = = Pl ——— 4
v I J
day's be - gin-ning from the bright-ness  of night's death,
chains of bond-age:  chan - nel to a life made new,
vaal the glo - ry ev - er new and ev - er old.
life e - ter - nal, drench our dry - ness; make us whole

ik thae Thandsgiving Cwer ihe Waler inihe riie of Baptism, this texi by & Unibed Church of Canada mindster
pecally sipnificapl evends in salvation history involving water. The final stanza is a prayver te Chrisi, the Living
Wit Qi & 008 14, e quesnch aur spiritual thimst

THET “wybona . | uicdai, 1987
el S ey A T s, 14T
Tt T PR €A Prillbe s, i
Bl L 00 P AL T g

CRASHIMG YWATERS
a.7.87



l, the Lord of Sea and Sky
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 475
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here's my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a-bove,
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