NORTH WILKESBORO
b PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

( 7 WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP e FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 1, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Prelude in F Major J.S. Bach
Marty Fraklin

Words of Welcome Rev. Amanda Horan

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Lord, we come into your sanctuary with eagerness.
Many: May we hear your call and speak your truth.
One: Lord, we come to abide with you in love.
Many: Kindle in us courage to live as brace and faithful disciples.
One: Let us worship our God together in this holy place.
All: Alleluia. Amen.

*Hymn (#401) Gather Us In

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. R.C. Griffin



*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we come before you in confession. You have showered us with
blessings, but we hoard those gifts, refusing to share with our neighbors in need.
You have given us freedom to live justly, but we choose to oppress and judge
others. You have called us to live in peaceful community, but we sow discord and
breed fear among ourselves. Forgive us. Soften our hearts and open our minds to
hear your call. Inspire us to act justly, love fiercely, and walk in your way each and
every day. Lord, hear our prayer... (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: The mercy of the Lord is deeper than the depths of the sea
and wider than the whole of the earth.
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, healed and made whole.
Alleluia. Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace

*Congregational Response (#605) Praise to God the Father
Praise to God the Father; praise to God the Son;
praise to God the Spirit: praise to the Three-in-One.
Sing praise, sing praise to the Lord on high.
Praise to God Almighty; praise to the Holy One.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#456, refrain) Listen, God is Calling
Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.

First Scripture Lesson Micah 6:1-8
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem Be the Light of Christ Wes Cameron



Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 5:1-12
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Somebodiness Rev. Amanda Horan

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith From The Confession of 1967
In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to God’s self. Jesus Christ is God
with us. He is the eternal Son of the Father, who became human and lived among
us to fulfill the work of reconciliation. He is present in the church by the power of
the Holy Spirit to continue and complete his mission. This work of God — the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — is the foundation of all confessional statements
about God, humanity, and the world. Therefore, the church calls all people to be
reconciled to God and to one another. To God be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations! Amen.

*Hymn (#70) What Does the Lord Require of You?
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Call to Generosity

Offertory Fugue in F Major J.S. Bach



*Congregational Response (#69, refrain)/, the Lord of Sea and Sky
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? | have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. | will hold your people in my heart.

*Responsive Prayer of Dedication
One: Gracious God, thank you for the many blessings of our lives.

All:  Bless these gifts we give today. May they be used to bring about justice
and joy for those who need them most. Amen

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#286) Breath on Me, Breath of God

*Charge & Benediction

*Postlude Aftersong William D. Gudger
*Please rise, in body or spirit.

Annual Meeting of the NWPC Congregation

Our Session has scheduled the Annual Meeting of the Congregation (Part A) and
Corporation to be held on Sunday, February 1 directly following our 11:00am
worship service (approx. 12:00pm). This meeting will be conducted in hybrid fashion,
both in-person and via Zoom. Our purpose is: 1) to approve our pastors’ Terms of
Call, and 2) to hear a report about our 2026 mission priorities (Budget 2026).

We're a

Matthew 25
.\ church

pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!



Here in This Place 401
Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing; now is the dark-ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-tery. We are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter; here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con - fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van-ished 'a - way; see in this space our fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face. We have been sung through-out all of his - tory,
bread of new birth. Here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way: here in this place the new light is shin-ing;
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king-dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er ‘us in, the lost and for - sak - e'n; gath-er us in, the

Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty; gath-er us in, the

Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion; give us to eat the

Gath-er us in and hold us for - ev - er; gath-er us in
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a-wak-en;
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low - ly;
bread that is you;  nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a-rise at the sound of our name,
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

The “you /your” mentioned in every stanza is never identified, but this 1979 hymn is clearly a corporate
Prayer to God on behalf of the diverse congregation who have assembled for worship, longing to be
transformed and used as God's witnesses and for God's purposes.

;U" and MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1979 GATHER US IN
EXLand Music © 1982 GiA Publications, lnc. 10.9.10.10.D



Praise to God the Father
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Sing praiae, sing praise  to the Lord on high.
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Praige to God Al - might - y,
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praise to the Ho - Iy One.
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Refrain

Listen, God Is Calling
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Lis = ten,  lis-ten, God is call-ing, through the Word in - wvit-ing,
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What Does the Lord Require of You?

Capo 3: (G)
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walk hum - bly with your  God.
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and walk ~hum - bly with your God.

*The three melodic phrases may be sung consecutively, as a canon, or in any combination.

i ase of the latter part of Micah 6:8. That verse sums up in a single sentence
E?g: t&?ﬂggf&:ﬁm requirements of rgligion The intertwining of these commitments can be
Suggested by singing these phrases in an overlapping canon.
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TEXT and MUSIC: Jim Strathdee, 1986

MOON
* and Music © 1986 Desert Flower Music irregular



69 |, the Lord of Sea and Sky

Here | Am, Lord

Refrain 3
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lead  me. I will hold  your peo - ple in my  heart.
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Breathe on Me, Breath of God 286
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1 Breathe on me, Breath of God; fill me with life a - new,

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, wun-til my heart is pure,

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am whol - ly thine,

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I nev - er die,
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that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.

un - til with thee I will one will, to do and to en - dure.
un - til this earth-ly  part of me glows with thy fire di - vine.
but live with thee the per-fect life of thine e - ter - ni - ty.
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Inboth Hebrew and Greek, the words for “spirit” can equally well be translated as “breath” or “wind,” so it
Lse‘«’ery appropriate to address the Holy Spirit as the “Breath of God.” This tune by an English Urgan.is‘t has
come the customary one in North American hymnals.

TEXT:

ML, Edwin Hatch, 1878
C: Robert Jackson, 1888
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