NORTH WILKESBORO
PRESBY TERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING + GROWING - SERVING + LOVING

November 30, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Variations on “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  Robert Powell
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship Alexis Cole, Forrest Steele, & River Steele
One: Let us keep watch! Hear what the Lord will say to us in these days.

Many: We need a good word for right now,
but we can’t hear God’s voice over our own noise.
One: The proud and the wealthy don’t have the right spirit;
the arrogant will never understand.



Many: So let us be humble and generous,
listening before we speak and giving more than we receive.
One: The Lord is in his holy Temple.
Let all mortal flesh keep silence before God.
Many: We will keep silent and not be afraid.
We will be still and wait for a word.
One: Rejoice, O daughter Zion.
The Lord will come dwell in your midst, and none will be afraid.
Many: Let all living things be silent before the Lord.
One: Today we light a candle to remind us that hope is stronger than fear...
One: Let us pray: God, our hope is in you. Help us to listen for your word so that
we will be ready to share the good news of Jesus with others. Thank you
for the gifts of this season, for all the ways we can worship you and serve
others while we wait.

All: Amen.
*Hymn (#347) Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE
*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan

*Prayer of Confession
Prince of Peace, the wars and rumors of wars betray our addiction to violence,
our destructive and dehumanizing ways. We deserve your judgement and
condemnation. Yet, you remain faithful, a steadfast source of peace amid our
warring madness. Holy God, turn us from evil. Return us to Christ and his path of
peace. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: “Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.”
All:  We are forgiven and we are freed. Let us be at peace. Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace



*Congregational Response (#76, refrain) Do Not Be Afraid
Do not be afraid, for | am with you. Chosen and beloved, you are my own.
Do not be afraid, for | have redeemed you: by your name | called you for my own.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#95, sing 2x) Prepare the Way of the Lord
First Scripture Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)
Anthem O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Arr. Benjamin Harlan

Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 23:36-44
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Who Knows? Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith From The Book of Common Worship
We believe there is no condemnation for those who are In Christ Jesus; for we
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to God’s purpose. We are convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

*Hymn (#103) Come Now, O Prince of Peace
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer

Call to Generosity Elder Karolen Bowman



Offertory Offertory on “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Joe Utterback

*Congregational Response (#607, alt. tune #147) Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise triune God whom we adore.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel.

*Responsive Prayer of Dedication

One: Christ calls us to live generous and grateful lives.

All:  Take these gifts we offer today, O God,
and use them to the fulfillment of Christ’s ministry.

One: May these gifts help to free the captives, heal the sick, comfort the lonely,
feed the hungry, heal the wounded.

All: As Christ’s hands and feet, use us too,
in service to building your beloved community. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE
*Hymn (#795) Healer of Our Every Il
*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude Final Variation on “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Robert Powell

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're a

Matthew 25
.s church

pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!



Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 347
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The flowering of English hymnody in the 19th century inchsdied the rediscovery, translation, and wersification
of andent Christian hiymins, such & this text from one of the earliest existing Christian liturgies. It is set here
o an adaptation of a 17th-century French melody.

TEXT: Fream Liturgy edf S0, Jarmm, dth cenl; irams. Geaed Moulinie, 1&;,-.:I|. PRCARDN
MLIIC: French melody; ar. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 BIBTAT

Galimmate harmanization, 1743
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Several verses fram Isaiah 43 are paraphrased here: 1b {refrain}, 19 (stanza 1), 25 (stanza 2. That pmphltl.l.'
oracle of salvation is rooted in the assurance of God's presence with the People of the Covenant. They, in
turn, are called to seek Cod's will and prru:llum God's power

TEXT: Joy F. Patiorsan, 2004 EALAH 43
RALISK: Sally Snn Mo, 008 Ireegular
Teal avncd Music © 2009 G4 Pubcations, fnc.



Prepare the Way of the Lord 95

Capo 1z (DM (G (D)
. Eb AP E* ’ {ehords continwe)
ﬁ |I'.l ¥ = b ——
| ¥ | F __F!. T T
o e
v v ¢ 9 * - |

1
-
Pre-pare the way of the Lord. Pre-pare the way of the Lord,

L2 L
b 1 5T y .
% »—f i ] = T F"j‘jl:.
8 1 | o — T3 .
and all peo-ple will see the sal - va- tion of our God

*May be sung as a canon.

All theee synoptic gospels identify Jahn the Baptist as the forerunner of the Messiah (Matthew 3.3/ Mark
1:3-3/ Luke 3:4) in accord with lexiah’s prophecy (Isalah 40:38). Because the latter part of the text (Esaiah
52:10k) has :,-Hlnbeltnﬂfl\Puihﬂi- this is still owr misslon oday:

TEXT: Taiad Cormmunily, 1904 - FREPARE THE WA

MALISIC: Larces Beshier, 1904 : : 7T
Fext avedl Meiic. € 1084 Loy Frosses de Tafoé (admin. GIA Publcatians, i}




103 Come Now, O Prince of Peace
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Cariggimally created Tor o 195 world confierence for the peace and neunification of the Korean peninsula,
thassir four stanzas centering on peace, love, freedom, and unity demaonsivabe how tesxes for partioular
satuationg can becoar hiymins thal speak deeply o shared human longings.
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All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from Whom

Doxology
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TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg
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795 Healer of Our Every ll|
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1 You who know our fears and sad-ness, grace us  with your peace and
2In the pain and joy  be-hold-ing how your grace is  still un-
3 Give us strength to  love eachoth -er  ev -ery  sis-ter, ev - ery
4 You who know each thought and feel-ing, teach us  all your way of
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glad - ness; Spir-it of all com - fort, £l our hearts.
fold - ing, give us all your wi - sion, God of  love.
broth -er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our  guide.
bveal - ing; Spir-it of com-pas - sion, fill each heart.

As soan becomes apparent, this sung prayer is not limited to personal physical healing, It deals with the
larger and bvangible gifts of peace and hope o vanguish fear and sorros, and i s cast in the plural because
it s conoerned with the healing of & wounded communily.

TEXT anad MUBIC: Marly Haugen, 198G

Fesat anl iebfegic © TP 04 Pulilie alieans, fnc,

HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL
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