NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ 32" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
November 9, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Prelude on a Harvest Carson P. Cooman
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Many: We will break forth into joyous song, and sing praises.
One: Sing praises to the Lord!
Many: Make a joyful noise with trumpet and the sound of the horn.
One: Letthe searoar, and all that fills it, the world and those who live in it.
Many: The floods clap their hands and the hills sing out together;
One: Letusjoin in the joyful song of creation.
All: Let us worship God!

*Hymn (#4) Holy God, We Praise Your Name

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan



*Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we confess that we are too easily influenced by peddlers of despair
and alarm, too quick to sink into numbness and apathy, too tired to imagine
another way. Our hopes have crumbled, and our hearts are faint. Breathe new
life into us, we pray. Help us to be mindful of your promises, your faithfulness,
and your presence as we face the challenges of our lives. Restore our vision and
give us courage to live in your truth. (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: God’s ways are just, and God’s kindness is constant. The Lord is near to all
who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. Beloved, God draws near to
us with compassion and forgives our sins.
All:  Thanks be to God, we are a forgiven people! Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#659) Know That God Is Good

Know that God is good (3x). God is good (2x).
Halle, Hallelujah (3x). Hallelujah (2x).

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#458, refrain) Thy Word is a Lamp unto My Feet

First Scripture Lesson Haggai 2:1-9
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem The Lord Is My Shepherd David Childs
Guest Musician: John Cillian Rhoades

Second Scripture Lesson 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Comfort and Hope Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith Ephesians 4:15-16 & The Declaration of Barmen

One: “Let us, however, speak the truth in love, and in every respect grow into
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body is joined
together.”

All:  The Christian Church is the community of brethren in which, in Word and
Sacrament, through the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ acts in the present as Lord.
With both its faith and its obedience, with both its message and its order,
it has to testify in the midst of the sinful world, as the Church of pardoned
sinners, that it belongs to him alone and lives and may live by his comfort
and under his direction alone, in expectation of his appearing. Amen.

*Hymn (#361) O Christ, the Great Foundation
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer

Call to Generosity Dare Stromer
Executive Director, BROC



Offertory The Ash Grove Paul Otte
*Congregational Response (#647) Give Thanks

*Responsive Prayer of Dedication
One: For the gifts offered this day and every day we give thanks, O God.
All:  Make us good stewards of all you have entrusted to our care.
May these gifts be used to serve your beloved creation,
to sustain your children in all they say and do,
and to build up your kingdom throughout the earth.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#644) Give Thanks, O Christian People

*Charge & Benediction

*Postlude Recessional on “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” Dennis Eliot

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're a

Matthew 25
church
. pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!
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659  Know That God Is Good
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Cive thanks with a grate-ful heart; give thanks to the Ho-ly One;
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Drenwing on language from 2 Corinthians 6:10 and 1200 48 wiell as Paalm 1263, this short and repetitive
can be easily memorized. The simple vocabulary makes it suitable for multigenerational use, reminding all
agrs how gratitude for God's goodness chanpes our pesspective.
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Give Thanks, O Christian People 644
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ot R

ﬁ_‘—ai:illr”'_ﬁ.i#:i_”'i.
e 2 a—f—*wﬂ-_—‘##

to work for @ - qual jus - tice, Hll all God's folk are freed.

to lead the fol - lowers for - ward our liv - ing Lord to meet

to use the tal -ents giv - en to plant the gos - pel seed.

to mag-ni-fy God's mes - sage and Christ's great love con - fess,
—

I

=l A

R ! 1 —% :
[ 1 I I I ! | -
This best was weritben by o Freshyterion divector of Christian education in Washington, IC. to honar the

ministry of a colleague who was leaving the area. 1L is an effective reminder that God's people serve in many
wocations and ministries. Thi tune adapls o secular German song,
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