
A SERVICE OF WORSHIP  •  CHRISTMAS EVE 
December 24, 2024 - 7:30 p.m. 

 
Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin 

 
WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
Call to Worship  Caroline Czerkawski & Rebecca Skidmore 

One:  Children of God, we are gathered with hearts full of anƟcipaƟon, our Ɵme of 
 waiƟng and watching has brought us to this sacred moment. We arrive with  
 assurance, knowing that God-with-us is here, ever present, surrounding us 
 with grace and mercy. 
One: As we gather tonight/today, we remember the promised giŌs of the 
 Messiah. In the lighƟng of five candles, we set our gaze upon beacons that 
 sustain us through sleepless nights and restless days. We bear this light 
 together. 
One: We call this candle Hope...We call this candle Peace...We call this candle 
 Joy...We call this candle Love...We call this candle Christ. 
 
Sung Response (#91) Come, Come Emmanuel 

Come, come Emmanuel. Come Emmanuel. 



 One:  Source of Infinite Love and Light, we celebrate the birth of hope made new, 
 grateful for the faithfulness of your love. We rejoice in your unending 
 presence, ever alive in the world. Your peace, powerful and sƟll, quiets the 
 fiercest storms. With hearts emboldened, we rest in the hope that never 
 fades. 
 All: You are with us, nearer than our breath, even now. 
  You, O God, are our hope, our peace, our joy and our love. 
  You are our all-in-all. 
 
*Hymn (#134)  Joy to the World 

 
WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 

 
*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan 
 
*Prayer of Confession (#123, v.3) It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
Beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 

And we at war on earth hear not the Ɵdings that they bring; 
O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing! 

 
*Responsive Assurance of Pardon 

One: The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasƟng to everlasƟng. 
 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
All:  Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace 

*CongregaƟonal Response (#113) Angels We Have Heard on High, Refrain 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US 

 
Prayer for IlluminaƟon 
 



The Christmas Story Luke 2:1-20 
   (One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 
MeditaƟon  Coming and Going Rev. R.C. Griffin 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH 

 
*AffirmaƟon of Faith (#110) Love Has Come 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

InvitaƟon 
 One: . . . Not only on a high mountain, but here at the Table,  
   he has promised to meet us, in bread broken and cup poured out  
 All:  From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 
 
 Sung Response (#133) O Come, All Ye Faithful, v. 1 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 One:  The Lord be with you. 
 Many:  And also with you. 
 One: LiŌ up your hearts. 
 Many: We liŌ them up to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Many:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 One: Creator God, we give you thanks and praise... 
  ... Therefore we break forth together into singing:  
 
Sung Response (#133) O Come, All Ye Faithful, v. 2 
 
 One: As you spoke long ago to our ancestors in many and various ways ... 
  ... CelebraƟng these giŌs from our Savior,  we speak the mystery of faith: 
 
Sung Response (#133) O Come, All Ye Faithful, v. 3 
 
 One: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us ... 
  Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  



  all glory belongs to you, O God, full of grace and truth. 
 All: Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
Communion of the People 
 
Prayer of GraƟtude 

    
WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 
*The Candle LighƟng Service 
 
*Candle LighƟng Hymn (#122)  Silent Night, Holy Night!  
 
 
AŌer the singing of Silent Night, you may remain in your pews for a Ɵme of prayer and 
reflecƟon, you may meet and greet those around you, or you may go to share the light 

and love of Christ. Merry Christmas to you all! 
 

 
 

*Please rise, in body or spirit. 
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