
 

 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP  •  PALM SUNDAY 
March 24, 2024 - 11:00 a.m.  

 
 
Words of Welcome  Rev. R.C. Griffin 
  
 

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Call to Worship   

One: With crowds from ancient Ɵmes we cry,  
Many: Hosanna! Save us! 
One: O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good! 
Many: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
One: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Many: We bless you in the house of the Lord! 
One: Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, 
All: Humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 Let us worship God!  
 

*Hymn (#197)  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
 
 

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 
 
*Call to Confession  Rev. Amanda Horan 
 



 

 

*Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, as we enter this Holy Week of Lent, solemnly gathered at your 
house of prayer, we turn our hearts toward Jerusalem. We want to walk the  way 
with Jesus, to be present each step from the Mount of Olives to the cross to the 
empty tomb. And yet we fall away. Forgive our stubborn resistance to Christ’s 
work and witness. Inspire us by your Spirit to follow in his way, unƟl we enter 
with him into the city not made by human hands, the new Jerusalem, eternal in 
the heavens. May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

 *Sung ReflecƟon (#576, sing 2x followed by silence) Lord, Have Mercy 
   Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy on us. 

 
*Responsive Assurance of Pardon 

One: The one who rode into Jerusalem to cheering crowds knew that the cross  
 awaited. In this way, we might know the great love of God for us. Jesus  
 Christ, risen from the dead, has defeated sin forever.  

All:  Hear and believe the good news! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace 
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#447) We Are Forgiven 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
Prayer for IlluminaƟon  
 
First Scripture Lesson Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 
Anthem 
 
Second Scripture Lesson Mark 1:1-11 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon  A Tale of Two Parades Rev. R.C. Griffin 
 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH 
 

*AffirmaƟon of Faith  Adapted from the Confession of 1967 
 The life, death, resurrecƟon, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the 
 paƩern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the 
 common life of all people. His service to men and women commits the church to 
 work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the church 
 sensiƟve to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of 
 persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s 
 judgment on the inhumanity that marks human relaƟons, and the awful 
 consequences of the church’s own complicity in injusƟce. In the power of the 
 risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s 
 renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.  
 
*Hymn (#199)  Filled with Excitement 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call to Generosity Mike & Donna McNeil 
 
 



 

 

*CongregaƟonal Response (#607, alt. tune #606) Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of DedicaƟon 
 One:  Holy God, we give thanks for your saving love 
  made known to us in the life, death, and resurrecƟon of Christ.  
 All: Bless these giŌs that they may bring life on earth as in heaven; 
  in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
  

  
WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn (#200)  A Cheering, ChanƟng, Dizzy Crowd 
 
*Charge & BenedicƟon 
 
*Postlude 

*Please rise, in body or spirit. 
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