
 

 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP  •  FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 17, 2024 - 11:00 a.m.  

 
 
Prelude  Ah, Holy Jesus arr. Karissa Dennis 
  NWPC Handbell Choir 
 
Words of Welcome  Rev. R.C. Griffin 
  

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Call to Worship   

One: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
Many: According to your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. 
One: You desire truth in our deepest selves, so teach our hearts wisdom. 
Many: Let us hear your joy and gladness; 
 let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.  
One: Create in us clean hearts, O God; put new and right spirits within us. 
All: Sustain in us willing spirits and restore us to the joy of your salvaƟon.  
 Let us worship God!  
 

*Hymn (#404)  What Is This Place 
 

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 
 
*Call to Confession  Rev. Amanda Horan 
 
 
 



 

 

*Prayer of Confession 
Living Christ, with whom we journey to the cross, we confess that we are  always 
looking for an easier way. We long for the fullness of life with you, but  we are 
slow to abandon the comforts of the life we know. We seek the fruit of  new life, 
but we are not willing to die to ourselves. You call us to life in community, but we 
stubbornly cling to “me and mine.” Yet you offer the grace  of life abundant, even 
and especially when our best efforts fall short.  Transform us, renew us, and free 
us from our aƩachment to what was, so that  you might bring us into the glory of 
what will be. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
 

 *Sung ReflecƟon (#576, sing 2x followed by silence) Lord, Have Mercy 
   Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy on us. 

 
*Responsive Assurance of Pardon 

One: Friends, hear the good news! We worship a God who forgives our iniquiƟes 
and remembers our sins no more. Proclaim the good news with me: 

All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace 
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#447) We Are Forgiven 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US 

 
Prayer for IlluminaƟon  
 
First Scripture Lesson Psalm 51:1-12 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 
Anthem  What Wondrous Love Is This? Arr. Oldham 
  NWPC Chancel Choir 
 
Second Scripture Lesson Jeremiah 31:31-34 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon  In the Coming Days Rev. R.C. Griffin 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH 
 

*AffirmaƟon of Faith  Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 1 
 One: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 All: That we are not our own, but belong – body and soul, in life and in death – 
  to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. Because we belong to him, 
  Christ, by the Holy Spirit, assures us of eternal life and makes us  
  wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for God.  
 
*Hymn (#692)  Spirit, Open My Heart 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call to Generosity  Kathryn Steele 
 
Offertory When I Survey the Wondrous Cross arr. Karissa Dennis 
 NWPC Handbell Choir 
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#607, alt. tune #606) Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 



 

 

*Prayer of DedicaƟon 
 Gracious God, it is our joy to return the giŌs of our lives to you. May our 
 offering this morning forever bring glory to your name, and may we conƟnue 
 to work Ɵrelessly for the well-being of your whole creaƟon. Amen.  
  

  WE DEPART TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn (#421)  Have Mercy, God, upon My Life 
 
*Charge & BenedicƟon 
 
*Postlude  Wondrous Love arr. Anthony Giamanco 
 

*Please rise, in body or spirit. 

Scan for bulletin info, 

news, and more! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


