NORTH WILKESBORO
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2022 - 7:30 p.m.

Words of Welcome Rev. Amanda Horan

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship Casarez/Franklin Family
One: We have watched; we have waited
...in hope. .. for peace. .. injoy!... with love.

Many: Now our redemption draws near!

One: Hear the Word of the Lord from Isaiah 9:2-7:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke
of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned
as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,



Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
lLORD of hosts will do this.

Sung Response (Greensleeves) Lyrics by Elana Keppel Levy
The Holy Fire of Advent, v. 5
The child is here, the mystery of God who walks beside us.
From stort of time to end divine, Christ’s always there to guide us.
Born, born in every saul his mercy making our wounds whole.
Christ comes to earth again, the holy fire of Advent

One: Glory to God in the highest!
Many: Alleluia! Amen!

*Hymn (#134) Joy to the World

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. R.C. Griffin

*Prayer of Confession (#123, v.3)} It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;
Beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong;
And we at war on earth hear not the tidings that they bring;
O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing!

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: Hear this good news of great joy:
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
All:  Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

*Share a Sign of Christ’s Peace




*Congregational Response (#113) Angels We Have Heard on High, Refrain
Gloria, in excelsis Deol Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination

The Christmas Story Luke 2:1-20
{One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be o God.)

Meditation Rev. Amanda Horan

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith (#110) Love Has Come

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

*Invitation
One: Achild is born for us in Bethlehem, Luke 2:12
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger;
All:  and he will be our Shephard, Mic. 5:4
feeding his flock in the strength of the Lord.
*Sung Response (#133) ' O Come, All Ye Faithful, v. 1

*Great Thanksgiving
One: The Lord be with you.
Many: And also with you.
One:  Lift up your hearts.
Many: Woe lift them up to the Lord.
One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: Itis good to give you thanks, O God...
... Your Word in flesh appearing.




Sung Response (#133) O Come, All Ye Faithful, v. 2

One: Thank you, O God, for sending us your Son...
... all creation in joyful praise to you singing:

Sung Response (#133) O Come, All Ye Faithful, v. 3
One: And so, O God, come among us tonight... Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

Prayer of Gratitude

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*The Candle Lighting Service
*Charge and Benediction

*Candle Lighting Hymn (#122) Silent Night, Holy Night!

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're 3
Matthew 25

pcusa.org/matthew25



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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While Isanc Watts did not write this text strletly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4-9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messial's coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rathier than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, - : R
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he third holds the summary statement: "Love is the gift of Christmas,” o o
TEXT: Ken Bible, 1996 .
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From it Roman Cathollc ongms, this 18th—centuryhyrn.n has spread to wmldw1cle use by many ;

denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular, w1th a wide range of hymii texts,
this Frine iz namr fivm s acensiatad with hio Fhsiokmae boed fanns rorhinb i ccvenn
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The tradition that this carol’s tune was created for guitar accompaniment at its first singing on Christmas
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Memorial Poinsettias
Poinsettias in the sanctuary are given in loving memory of:

Sarah Absher by Libby and Len Brooks
Mr., & Mrs. Leonard Brooks, Sr. by The Brooks Family
Grant & Jessie Rhodes by Ed & Barbara Gregory
Richard & Brattie Gregory by Ed & Barbara Gregory

Kathryn Henderson, Fritz Henderson Jr., Helen H, Simmons,
Lowuie Henderson & Vernon Henderson by Jo Henderson
Eleanor Pilcher by Andy, Joanna, Forrest & River Steele
Bob Powell and Stephen Powell given by Betty Powell

Patsy Mathis & Archie Mathis by Beckie Mathis
Philip Keener by Mary Keener
Carolina Finley by Harry & Jean Page
Stan Sanders by The Joyners & Anna Jo Patton

Jim & Jane Nourse by Karen & William Watts
Sarah Elizabeth & Bill Waits by Karen & William Watts
Mike Coward by Jerrie Peters
Clyde Lackhart by Helen Lackhart & Robin Staley
Bob Thompson by Gary & Susan Cogdill

Mamie & Bill Whisenant by Mary & Mark Herrick
Our Parents by Randy & Carol Bennett
Julie Brady by her parents Jerry & Marty Moore
Helen & Bill Tomlinson, Aun McNeill & Gene McNeill
By Marla & Rick McNeill

Bob Thompson by Betty Thompson, Robin & Barbara England,
Cole and Zeb Wright, Candyce Collard, Phyllis Thompson and David Wood
John & Becky Hubbard, Ted & Ann Czerkawski,
John Hubbard Jr., by The Czerkawski Family
John & Polly Steele by Jack & Kathryn Steele



Memorial Poinsettias (cont.)

Brenda Hall-Cashion by Linda & Gerald Lankford
Frances & Claude Hall by Linda & Gerald Lankford
Karen Hall Parsons & Jacquelyn Hall by Ted M, Hall
Penny Musson by The Musson Family

Dolly Holsclaw & Sam Johnson by Tamara Johnson
Jackie Hall, Beckie Hubbard & Patsy Marie Mathis by Lena Lovetle
John Calvin Wyatt & Clara Pardue Wyatt, William & Phyllis Piper,
and Lisa Foster Wyatt by John & Jenny Wyatt
Liliana & Walter Herrick by Mary & Mark Herrick

Mr. HM. (Skip) Parker & Mr. W.C. (Bill) Pace by Mike and Chris Atwood
Wendell Edgerton by Margie Edgerton
Becky Hubbard by Margie Edgerton

Poinsettias in the sanctuary are given in honor of:

Betty Thompson & Barbara England by Ed & Barbara Gregory
Martha Nichols by Betty Powell
Our Children, Grandchildren & Great Granddaughter by Harry & Jean Page
Betty R. Thompson by Robin & Barbara England, Zeb & Cole Wright,
Candyce Collard, Phyllis Thompson and David Wood

Anna Jo Patton by Jerrie Peters
Betty Thompson by Gary & Susan Cogdill
Drew, Kim & Easton by Randy & Carol Bennett
Our Family by Richard & Mamiie Collier

My Parents by Sharilyn Owens
Our 8 Grandchildren by Linda & Gerald Lankford
Paige Hall Smith by Ted M. Hall
Rob Evans by The Musson Family




