.. NORTH WILKESBORO
g PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING « SERVING + LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JULY 24, 2022 - 11:00 a.m.

Words of Welcome

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: The Prophet Isaiah wrote, Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom!
Many: My soul hates your worship mixed with your hypocrisy!
Instead, learn to do good and seek justice:
rescue the oppressed, defend the orphans, and treat the widows fairly!
One: The Prophet Ezekiel wrote, Thus says the LORD, God of Israel:
Many: This was the guilt of Sodom:
they were arrogant, they had prosperous ease and excess of food,
and yet they did not aid the poor and the needy.
One: The Prophet Amos wrote: Thus says the LORD, hear this Word:
Many: You who oppress the poor and crush the needy . . .
I shall overthrow you as | overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.
One: Matthew and Luke both report that, when Jesus sent the disciples out two-by-two
to spread the good news, he said to them,
Many: If any town does not show you hospitality,
shake the dust of that town off your sandals and leave—
it will be worse for them than it was for Sodom.
One: God of Love and Justice,



turn our hearts toward doing good and seeking justice.

All: Ignite us to rescue the oppressed, defend the orphans,
and help the widows, for the sake of lesus Christ our Lord.
*Hymn (#435) There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Holy One, although we come to church on Sundays,
We too often live the rest of the week as though you don't exist.
We act as though we created ourselves,
with no connection to you,
with no hope of transcendence,
Open us to your constant presence, Holy One.
Teach us to pray, and restore our sight,
that we may commune with you each day in the light of eternity. (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: Let us declare the good news of God for us:
All:  Neither death nor life, powers nor rulers, things present nor future,
nor anything else in all creation
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Therefore, we let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Congregational Response (#581) Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
World without end. Amen, amen.




WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for llumination

First Scripture Lesson Genesis 18:20-32
{One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.}

Sharing Faith with God’s Children

Anthem
Second Scripture Lesson Luke 11.:1-13
{One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)
Sermon Persistent Prayer for Peace Rev. R.C. Griffin
WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH
* Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed

| helieve in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the living and the dead;

| believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn (#175) Seek Ye First

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
*Congregational Response (#606) Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.




*Responsive Prayer of Dedication
One: Holy One, we give you thanks for your steadfast love and faithfulness.
All: Bless these offerings and transform them into gifts of hospitality
for those who need them most. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#753) Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
*Charge & Benediction

*Postlude

*Please rise, in body or spirit.
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JUSTICEAND RECONCILIATION
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Prayer of St. Francis
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