NORTH WILKESBORO
ot PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ 23™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
September 6, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Vivace Pastorale Anonymous
Marty Franklin

Prelude

Words of Welcome Rev. Amanda Horan

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Listen! The Lord calls out to us, offering life!

All: Teach, lead, turn us to your ways, O God.
One: Walk in the paths of God’s commandments with delight.
All: Teach, lead, turn us to your ways, O God.

With our whole heart, we will turn to you and live!

*Hymn (#103) Come Now, O Prince of Peace

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI



*Prayer of Confession
One: God of every nation, every people, every story—
you made this world in color, in texture, in song. You called it good.
And you called us to live together in love.
All: But too often, O God, we turn away from the beauty of difference.
We pretend not to see. We stay silent when we should speak.
We protect our comfort while others bear the cost.
One:  You made us to belong to one another, but we have built walls instead
of tables, systems instead of relationships, silence instead of truth.
All: Open our eyes, O God. Open our hearts. Open our hands.
One: Help us see the stories we have inherited—the ones we tell
and the ones we have been too afraid to name.
All: Help us listen to the voices long ignored.
Help us learn from those we have pushed to the margins.
Help us make room at the table for all you children.
One:  Give us courage to notice who is missing, to question what is unfair,
to challenge what is broken.
All: Make us brave enough to act: to share what we have,
to change what needs changing, to follow Jesus wherever he leads.
One:  Until every neighbor is seen, until every child is welcomed,
until justice rolls down like waters,
and peace like an ever-flowing stream.
All: We pray in hope. We work in love. We walk by faith.
(Silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness, calling all to turn from sin, and live.
All: By the grace of God, our sins are forgiven. Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace

*Congregational Response (#582) Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose loves has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#454) Take the Saving Word of God

First Scripture Lesson Romans 13:8-14
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem Dona Nobis Pacem (Grant us Peace) Jane D. Cain
NWPC Chancel Choir

Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 18:15-20
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Toward Wholeness Rev. Amanda Horan

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith from the Confession of 1967
To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as a reconciling community.
This community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of
reconciliation and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities which separate
people from God and from one another. Christ has called the church to this
mission and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church maintains continuity
with the apostles and with Israel by faithful obedience to God’s call. Amen.

*Hymn (#203) Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
Call to Generosity Elder Karolen Bowman
Offertory Offertorio Pastorale Anonymous

*Congregational Response (#468, vv. 1, 3) In My Life



*Prayer of Dedication
One: God, these offerings seem insignificant in light of all
that you have offered us.
All:  We give because you gave. We love because you first loved us. Receive
our gifts and our lives, and use them, we pray, for your reconciling work in
the world you love. Amen.

*The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation
Great Thanksgiving (#508) Come to the Table
The Lord’s Prayer ~—
Breaking of the Bread J— ]
Sharing in the Meal & ;
Prayer of Gratitude ' —

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#529) Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
*Charge & Benediction
*Congregational Benediction (#468, v. 4) In My Life

*Postlude Largo Pastorale Anonymous
*Please rise, in body or spirit.
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103 Come Now, O Prince of Peace
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1 Come now, O Prince of Peace; make us one  bod y
2 Come now, O God of love; make us one bod - y
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our  Sav - jor,
4 Come, hope of u-n -ty make us one bod -y
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Originall created for a 1988 world conference for the peace and reunification of the Korean peninsula,
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situstions can become hymns that speak deeply to shared human longings.
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582 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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and to the Spir - it, whose love has  set me  free
World with - out end, ¥ with-out end. A - men.
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be, A - men.
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454 Take the Saving Word of God
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Take the sav - ing word of God;
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203 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us

with Your Love
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent - ly wash-es thejr
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var-ied in col - or and

3 These are the ones we should serve;

these are the ones we should

4 Lov - ing puts us on our knees, will-ing to wash oth - ers’
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feet, Mas - ter who acts as a slave to  them.
race;  neigh-bors are near us and far a - way.
love; all these are neigh-bors to  us and you.
feet; this is the way we should live like you.

Considering that this text comes from a part of the world where

is not the primary religion giVe

these simple but powerful words even more depth and meaning. The tune name recalls the district in the

Northern Region of Ghana where this tune was collected.
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468 In My Life
Lord, Be Glorified

I In my life, Lord, be glori-fied;:  be  glo-ri- fied.
2In our song Lord, be glo-ri- fied; be  glo-ni - fied.
3 In  your church,Lord,  be  glo-ri- fied; be glo-ri - fied.
4 In  your world, Lord, be  glo-ni- fied; be glo-ri - fied.
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in my life, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.

In our song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.

In  your church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.

In your world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
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508 Come to the Table
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‘Il Come to the ta - ble all you who praise God, !
2 Come eat this bread now, my bro-ken bod .
3 All is now read y, like the first ta ble,
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Laid in a sta - ble, God's gift of love: ‘
My vow re - mem ber: 1 am your Lord. %
Pray for the Spir - it lift up your hearts _-
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Je - sus our Sav ior poured out his life's blood. |
Drink of this wine, the cup of sal - va - ton |
‘Christ has a - ris - en our Lord and Sav - ior -
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Our sins for - giv - en, God's gift of love.
for you are mine, and | am your Lord.
‘With great thanks - giv - ing lift up your hearts.
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*Stanza 1 may be sung by a leader.
This Korean text accomplishes a rare feat in a Lord’s Su
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life from the Nativity to the Resurrection. The first and stanzas dor
while the middle stanza recalls Christ’s words of institution, are in the voice of the congreg?
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Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether 529
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in the Spir-it's teth -
Draw us P ’ - er,  for when hum - bly
1 dis - ¢ - plesused to gath . o in the name of
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in your name  two or three are met to - geth - er,

Christ to sup,  then with thanks to God the giv. - er
ments of you,  that by car - ing help-ing, giv - ing
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you are in the midst of them. Al-le-lu - ial Al-le-
break the bread and bless the cup, Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le-
we may be dis - ¢ci - ples true. Al-le - lu - ja! Al-le-
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lu - ial Here we touch your gar -  ment's hem.
lu - ia! so now bind our friend - ship up.
lu - ial  We will serve with  faith a - new.
Uit chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
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text cal inherent sacramental nature of all meals and the communal
Koo of i haman neraction The tune, orginll composed for an anthenseting ofthis ex,
: the insttution where the composer was trained and later taught.
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