NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ 15™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
July 12, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Prelude in G Linley
Mike Norman

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.
All: Your word is our heritage forever, the joy of our hearts.
One: Let us worship God!

*Hymn (#451) Open My Eyes, That | May See

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan

*Prayer of Confession
Patient and persistent God, we come, polished and presentable, to this
comfortable room as if we knew what to expect, as if this were a safe and
predictable place, as if we could simply observe.



Holy One, forgive our tepid expectations. In the mystery of your love,
overshadow us. Plant the seeds of your gospel in each of our hearts until we
bloom and spill with your passion to serve in a world that is wasting. (Silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
The Spirit of God dwells in us.
If you hear nothing else today, hear these words: there is no condemnation.
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven indeed! Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace

*Congregational Response (#312, v. 1) Take Us As We Are, O God

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#312, v. 2) Take Us As We Are, O God

First Scripture Lesson Psalm 119:105-112
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem Tell Them A. Crouch
Vicki Norman

Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Here, There, and Everywhere Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith from the Barmen Declaration
The Christian Church is the congregation of the siblings in which Jesus Christ acts
presently as the Lord in Word and Sacrament through the Holy Spirit. As the
Church of pardoned sinners, it has to testify in the midst of a sinful world.



So we reject the false doctrine, as though the church in human arrogance could
place the Word and work of the Lord in the service of any arbitrarily chosen
desires, purposes, and plans. Amen.

*Hymn (#510) We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer

Call to Generosity

Offertory King of My Heart McMillan/Kingsmore
*Congregational Response (#312, v. 3) Take Us As We Are, O God

*Prayer of Dedication

One: Giver of life, we do not want the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
to choke your word among us.

All:  As the sower casts seeds abundantly, hopefully, generously,
so we long to participate in your seeding of the world.

One: Receive these gifts as tokens of our lives.

All:  Send your cultivating Spirit to work among us until we yield and grow
in grace, for we pray in the name of Jesus, who came out of love for the
world. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#458) Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet
*Commissioning Youth & Adults to the Montreat Youth Conference

*Charge & Benediction

*Congregational Benediction (#312, v. 4) Take Us As We Are, O God
*Postlude Trust and Obey Towner/Phillips

*Please rise, in body or spirit.



We're a
Matthew 25
church

pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!



Open My Eyes, That | May See 45]
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sel me free. Si-lent-ly now [ wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
dis - ap-pear. Si-lent-ly now [ wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
thus to share. Si-lent-ly now 1 wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
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will to see. O-pen my eyes; il - lu-mine me, Spir - it di-vine!
will to see. O-pen my ears; il - lu-mine me Spir - it di-vine!
will to see, O-pen my heart; il - lu- mine me, Spir - it di-ving!

TEXT anil Fdl.l!il:'. Clara ML Scom, 1835

The ﬁz:twmmn h:-f:rubluh a collection of her own anthems, this auther/ composer has created in this hymn
# sung peaver for illumination. It mot cnly asks Ged to belp us understand Scripture but also prays far the
stre and courage tr make God”s love knoswn to others.
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Take Us As We Are, O God 312
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4 Give us to the world you love as light and salt and yeast, that
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let  our lives be used to make your sav - ing  pur - pase known,
by  vou- prom-ise we can know the peace your grace sup - plies.
graves break o-pen to re-lease new  life from death’s dread seal.
til at length you call us all to  your un - end - ing feaat.

Cuitar choeds dia pot correspond with keyboard harmony.

This Lord's Supper text is organtzed around the fourfold liungical shape froced by Dem Gregory Dis in
The Shape of the Lifurgy: take, bless, break, ﬁ:vb It comsiders how the phrase “Body of Chets),” wsed for

sacramental bread, can alse be applied to the bapdized people of God,
TEXT: Carl P! D ., 19995 EMILESS FEAST
PALSIC: Alfrend W Feclak, 1995 AN

fext @ 1995 Hope Publbshing Company
Mdugic & 7995 Smlah Pubining Co_ lnc



171 A Sower Came from Ancient Hills
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fer - tile soil  the truth  the - er  taught.
ston - y  ground and  left it there to die.
s - lent sleep, a - woke at Gods com - mand!
fruit - ful  lives a har - vest  hun - deed - Fald

Guitar chards di net corespond with keyboard harmcany.

All three syngtic pospels record bath the telling ond Ju caplansation of fesas’ parable of the Sowes
{Matthew 1338, 18-23, Mark 434, 1420/ Luke 854, 11- 151, Hecause e seed equals “the wond,” pesus
{as the Word made flesh) beoomes the Seed In this expansion of the parable
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Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet 458

Refrain
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Please be near me to the end.

The refrain of this 20th-contury song s @ quolatbn of Faalo 195005 D0 te King Jomes Version, That longess

of all pralms celetrates the gt of Caod's law by sccumulating many symnyns for it In Christian proctice,
thie virse has been usid Lo gl thanks for all Seripiuee,

TEXT: Adwy Granl, 1484 THY WORD
PALIGAC: Pichae] W, Smith, 1584 am, Juhn Shaelny Irergular
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