
 

 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP  •  17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
July 26, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.  

 
 
Prelude  Holy God, We Praise Thy Name Janis Dunson Wilson 
  Marty Franklin 
 
Words of Welcome  Rev. Amanda Horan 
 
 

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Call to Worship   

One: The decrees of the Lord are wonderful, 
All: The unfolding of God’s word gives light and understanding. 
One:  Turn to us, O God, and be gracious to us. 
All:  Make your face shine upon your servants. 
 

*Hymn (#714)  God of the FerƟle Fields 
 
 

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 
 
*Call to Confession  Rev. R.C. Griffin III 
 



 

 

*Prayer of Confession   
God of grace, we want to understand what the kingdom of heaven is like, but our 
minds are clouded by cares and concerns of the world. We fail to trust your 
power, hidden in all things. We fail to watch for you, working out your purposes 
in mysterious ways. We fail to be whole-hearted in our faith and discipleship. We 
fail to put our trust in the treasures of your kingdom instead of the treasures of 
the world. Gracious God, hidden and manifest, give us eyes to see and ears to 
hear your good news for the world even here and now. Transform our lives and 
our world by your grace. (Silence) 
 

*Assurance of Pardon 
One: Friends, hear these words, and listen to this good news; the empires of this 

world will rise and fall, but the mercy of the Lord will never end.  
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, thanks be to God. 

 
*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace 
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#312, v. 1) Take Us As We Are, O God 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
Prayer for IlluminaƟon (#312, v. 2)  Take Us As We Are, O God 
  
First Scripture Lesson 1 Kings 3:5-12 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 
Anthem  You Are My All in All Lloyd Larson 
  Karen Worley 
   
Second Scripture Lesson MaƩhew 13:31-33, 44-46 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 

Sermon  The Kingdom of God Is Like... Rev. Amanda Horan 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH 

 
*AffirmaƟon of Faith Rom. 8:1, 28, 38, 39 

We believe there is no condemnaƟon for those who are in Christ Jesus; for we 
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to God’s purpose. We are convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creaƟon, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
 

*Hymn (#5) God the Sculptor of the Mountains 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call to Generosity 
  
Offertory Be Thou My Vision Harold Rutz 
   
*CongregaƟonal Response (#312, v. 3) Take Us As We Are, O God 

  



 

 

*Prayer of DedicaƟon 
One: We give you thanks, O God, for the many blessings that you have bestowed 

upon us.   
All:  As from even the smallest of seeds, your kingdom grows, bless our Ɵthes, 

giŌs and offerings, and bless us that we might be ever more faithful in 
your work of reconciliaƟon, love and joy. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
  

 
  WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn (#771)  What Is the World Like 
 
*Responsive Charge &  

One:  Go—as seed and yeast, 
All:  expanding and reaching, sharing and sheltering  
 for the larger purpose of God. 
One:  Go—as pearl merchant and treasure seeker 
All:  pouring out our days in search of the inbreaking of God’s life in the world. 

 
*BenedicƟon 
 
*CongregaƟonal BenedicƟon (#312, v. 4)  Take Us As We Are, O God 
 
*Postlude  Postlude on “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” Lawrence A. James 
  *Please rise, in body or spirit. 

Scan for bulletin info, 
news, and more! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


