NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 17, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Prelude on DIADEM Staszeski
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship Caroline Czerkawski
One: Letthe righteous be joyful! Let them rejoice before God.
All: Let us all be jubilant with joy!
One: Singto God, all peoples of the world. Sing praises to God most high.
All: From the sanctuary of heaven,

God gives life and renews the face of the earth.
One: Letthe righteous be joyful! Let them rejoice before God.
All: Let us all be jubilant with joy! Let us worship God!

*Hymn (#268) Crown Him with Many Crowns

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession



*Prayer of Confession
Loving God,
We confess that we do not always bring honor and glory to your name.
We are rebellious and weak; we flee before your goodness.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us by the grace and mercy of Christ,
that we may rise up again in peace to love and serve your world. (Silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: Sisters and brothers, the Spirit of God is resting on you,
to restore, support, and strengthen you.
All: Because God forgives us and loves us, we will be at peace.
We will rise up and give thanks to God. Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#243, sing 2x) Be Not Afraid

Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Christ is risen alleluia!

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#246, v. 5) Christ Is Alive!
Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

First Scripture Lesson John 17:1-11
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem “Stay With Us” Trotta

Second Scripture Lesson Acts 1:6-14
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Looking... Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

* Affirmation of Faith from A Brief Statement of Faith

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks

and to live holy and joyful lives,

even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Hymn (#733) We All Are One in Mission

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer



Call to Generosity Drew & Caroline Czerkawski
Offertory All Hail the Power Wolaver

*Congregational Response (#709, sing 3x**) God, We Honor You
(1) God, we honor you. God, we trust in you. God, we worship and adore you.
(2) Take what we bring, offered to you. Teach us to show your abundant blessings.
(3) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, amen.
**On the second & third time around, we invite you to sing 1 of the above parts
as we sing all 3 parts together.

*Prayer of Dedication

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#826) Lift High the Cross
*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude Toccata on CORONATION Janzen

*Please rise, in body or spirit.
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 268
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1 Crown him with man-y crowns, the Lamb up - on  his throne;
2 Crown him the Lord of love; be - hold his hands and  side,

3 Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scep - ter sways
¢ Crown him the Lord of years, the po- ten-tate of time:

= 1 I T
T

—_—T 1 T L

-
:

5 ¥ P oy |
1 1 1
ﬁﬂ;i',,! = :_,.:
r -

hark, how the heaven-ly an-them drowns all mu-sic but its own!
rich wounds, yet vis - i - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied:
from pole to pole that wars may cease, ab-sorbed in prayer and praise.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres,in - ef - fa-bly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for  thee
ne an - gel in  the sky cart  ful - ly bear that sight,
His reign shall know no  end; and round his pierc - ed feat
All  hail, Re-deem -er,  hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less King through all ¢ - ter-ni - iy
but down-ward bends his burn-ing  eye  at mys - ter - ies so bright,
fair lowers of  par - a - dise  ex - lend their  fra-grance ev - er  sweet,
thy praise shall nev -er, nev - er fail through-out e - ter-ni - Iy
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“This text i so famdliar ihat 18 §s easy bo mies oll its parados, mystery, sulicring, and besuty; it rewards careful
scading and meslilalion owlside corporste worshi, The tine's compeser, chagel onganist st Windsor Castle,
hasl much experionde b crcaling a royal sownd
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Be Not Afraid 243
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Be not  a-fraid; sing out for joy! Christ is ris-en, al-le -lu - ia!
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Intended for ted sirging like other chants from the Talzé Community, this text began in Crech 2
“Mebojie se.” English wersion uses the language of the angel"s greeting to Mary Magdalers and “the
ather Mary,” who went to Jesus” tomb on Easter merndng (Matthew 3&:5—,5.

TEXT: Taizé Community, 1998 - BE MOIT AFRAID
RALISIC: fargues Benhler 1998 4440
Teal and bwsic © ) ¥98 Les Presses die Taled fachmin. G4 Publcatiang, b, )



Christ Is Alive!

|ﬁ§ﬁ S=EPERET

ECE

246

_—_ﬂ';__-'[e;

S
=

Christ i a - livel Let Chris - tians  sing.  The crmss stands
2 Christ e a - el Moo lon per hound by dis - tant
| i In oV - oy in sult, rnift,  and war  where ool O,
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| & Christ s a - live and comes o bring  good news o
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prais - es ring.  Lowve, drowned in death, shall nev - er die,
here  and  now, and  touch - ing  ev - ery  place and  time
lowes the  more,  and  lives, where ¢ - ven  hope has  died.
life, the  truth, re - vealed  in Je sus,  freed  for all,
o cean ring  with  joyw  with  jus - tiee,  love and  praise.
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733  We All Are One in Mission
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,

2 We all are called for s - wvice b wit-ness in God's name.
3 Mowlet us be u - nit - ed and let oursong be heard.
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our  war-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all
Our min-is-tres are  dif -  ferent; our pur - pose is  the same:
Mow let us be a ves - sel for God's re-deem-ing word,
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A sin-gle great com - mis - sion com-pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of othh - ers by God's sur-pris-ing grace,
We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may kaow CIEsrs love,

so ev-ery folk and na - tion may feel God's warm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all.
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A Lutheran postor wrode this bext in response 1o a bishop's letier that said, “Our mission is bo towdh the lives

of others with Christ's love,” This theme i made stronger by recognizing that shared purpeses d i
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God, we hon - or you. God, we  trust in you.
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God, we  wor - ship and a - dore you
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Take what we bring, of - fered to you
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Teach us to  show your a - bun - dant bless - ings.
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Lift High the Cross 826
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Lift high the  cross, the love of Christ pro - claim
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Lift high  the cross, the Zowe of Christ pro - claim
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gl all the world a -  dore his sa - cred name
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1 Come, Chrs-tians, fol - low where our 5Sav - ior troed,
* Al new - born  ser - vants of the Cru - ¢ci - fied
30 Lord, once hft - Ed on the glo - rious bree,
4 S0 shall our song tri - umph ev - er b
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th,e- Lamb vic - o - rmious, Christ, the Son of God.
hear on their brow  the seal  of Christ who  died.
vour  death ha.u brought us life e - ter - nal - Iy
praise  to Cru - o - fied for vic - to - ™
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This majestic hymn celebieates the parados that b Christians o means of painiul death bas been fransformed
inte i syebal of revesed Bifes o sign o defisat has beoome an enblem of victor With the cmss traced on our
fonelwads at Bapdism we ane macked as Christ's osn fore aor,
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