NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP e FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 3, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Deo Gratias Giamanco
Marty Franklin

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Our God refuses to shame us. God’s justice delivers us.

All: Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!

One: Our God listens to us. God rescues us from danger.

All: Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!

One: Our God renews our spirits. God is always faithful.

All: Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!

One: We trust our God. Let us worship God, whom we call ours.
All: Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!

*Hymn (#79) Light Dawns in a Weary World

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan

*Prayer of Confession
God of compassionate mercy, your grace and love extend to all people. We are
called to forgive others, as you forgive us. Far too often, however, we wield



forgiveness like a weapon. We see others doing wrong and feel haughty when we
grant them grace. We call out the sins of the powerful but fail to notice our own
power. We become narrow in our quest for truth, and ignore other people, in
other rooms, crying out for your justice. Help us search ourselves and seek
forgiveness from those we have made beg us for mercy. Connect us to others and
guide us to share power and grace as we follow you. (Silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: Jesus promised his followers there are many rooms in a world filled with
God’s justice. When we speak truth to our own power, we make room for
God’s just world. So let us declare the good news together:
All: God raised Jesus and made room for us, calling us to live out of God’s
forgiveness by making sure there is room for all. Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#243, sing 2x) Be Not Afraid

Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Christ is risen alleluia!

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#246, v. 5) Christ Is Alive!
Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

First Scripture Lesson Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem To Everything There is a Season Harris

Second Scripture Lesson Acts 7:55-60
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon The Shining Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith from the Belhar Confession
We believe in the triune God, Parent, Child, and Holy Spirit, who gathers,
protects, and cares for the church through the Word and Spirit. This, God has
done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

We believe:

¢ that God has revealed themself as the one who wishes to bring about justice
and true peace among people

o that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God
of the destitute, the poor, and the wronged

¢ that God calls the church to follow them in this; for God brings justice to the
oppressed and gives bread to the hungry

o that God frees the prisoner, supports the downtrodden, protects the
stranger, and blocks the path of the ungodly

o that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and
need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness
against and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll
down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Therefore, we reject any ideology which would legitimate forms of injustice and
any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of the
gospel.

To the one and only God, Parent, Child, and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the
glory for ever and ever.



*Hymn (#50) Deep in the Shadows of the Past
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Call to Generosity
Offertory Prayer of Gratitude McLaughlin
*Congregational Response (#709, sing 3x**) God, We Honor You
(1) God, we honor you. God, we trust in you. God, we worship and adore you.
(2) Take what we bring, offered to you. Teach us to show your abundant blessings.
(3) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, amen.
**On the second & third time around, we invite you to sing 1 of the above parts

as we sing all 3 parts together.

*Prayer of Dedication

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#463) How Firm a Foundation
*Charge & Benediction

*Postlude Celebratory Postlude Esmond
*Please rise, in body or spirit.
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Be Not Afraid 243
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Be not  a-fraid; sing out for joy! Christ is ris-en, al-le -lu - ia!
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Intended for ted sirging like other chants from the Talzé Community, this text began in Crech 2
“Mebojie se.” English wersion uses the language of the angel"s greeting to Mary Magdalers and “the
ather Mary,” who went to Jesus” tomb on Easter merndng (Matthew 3&:5—,5.
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Christ Is Alive!
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Deep in the Shadows of the Past 50
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| a  prom-ise call-ing them a - head, a  fu-ture yet un-known,

' they praised, re-mem-bered,hand-ed on a  past that prom-ised more.
re - cov-ered, kin-dled, and ex-pressed new hope for chang-ing days.
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463 How Firm a Foundation
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Hiviwy firm a foun - da - tion, ye saints of lhE' Lord.
"Fear not, 1 am with thee, O be not  dis-mayed,
"“When through the deep wa - ters | call thee b go,
"When through fi - erv  tri - als thy path - way shall lie
“The soul  that  on Je - sus hath leaned for e -
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For I am thy God, and will stll give thee aid:
the riv - ers  of sor - row shall not 0 - ver - flow;
my grace, all suf - f - dent shall be thy sup - ply:
| will not, 1 wrill not  de - sert b its foes;
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What more o said than to  you
Il strength - en H'uee help  thee, and «ause thee to  stand
for 1 will be  near  thee, thy trow - bles o bless,
the  flame shall not  hurt  thee; | on - ly de - sign
that  soul, though all  hell should en - deav - or  to shake,
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who  for ref - uge b Jeo - sus have ﬂmj?
up - he]d by my rgh - teous, om - nip - o - lent hand.
and sanc - ti - fy  to  thee thy deep - est  dis - tress.
thy druss to  con - sume, .imd thy gold o e - fine
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