
 

 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP  •  FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
December 28, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.  

 
Prelude  What Child Is This? Arr. John LeaviƩ 
  Marty Franklin 
   
Words of Welcome   Rev. Amanda Horan 
  

 
WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
Call to Worship  Elder Kathryn Steele 

One:  Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child 
 who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
 and have come to pay him homage.”  
Many:  On this first Sunday of Christmas, we, too, have come to worship Jesus 
 the Messiah: the son of David, the son of Abraham.  
One:  When the wise men saw the child with Mary his mother, they knelt down, 
 paid him homage, and offered him giŌs of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
Many:  On this first Sunday of Christmas, we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice, 
 holy and acceptable to you, O God.  
One:  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvaƟon to all.  
Many:  Glory to God in the highest heaven!  

 
*Hymn (#127)  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 



 

 

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 
 
*Call to Confession 
   
*Prayer of Confession 

God of Christmas, we would never have thought to find your Savior in an 
innocent baby. We confess we would have expected a warrior with a great army. 
We would not have thought to find your kingdom to be one of service, obedience 
and humility. We confess we would have expected, maybe even wanted, a 
kingdom that reflected our own values and self-interests.  
 
Lord, forgive us when we quickly leave Christmas behind and neglect to live lives 
worthy of our calling as followers of our Lord, the Prince of Peace. By your Holy 
Spirit, help us turn to you and live according to the values of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. (Silence) 

 
*Responsive Assurance of Pardon 

One: The angel said to Joseph,: 
Many: “She will bear a son, and you are to name  
 him Jesus,  for he will save his people from  
 their sins.”  
One: Indeed, he did and sƟll does. Believe the 
good news:  
All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 

 
*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace 
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#76, refrain) Do Not Be Afraid 

Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Chosen and beloved, you are my own. 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you: by your name I called you for my own. 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
Prayer for IlluminaƟon (#95, sing 2x)  Prepare the Way of the Lord 
 



 

 
First Scripture Lesson Isaiah 63:7-9  

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 
Anthem  Alicia BurneƩe-Anderson, Vicki Norman, & Sarah PriveƩe
   
Second Scripture Lesson MaƩhew 2:13-23 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 

Sermon  God with Us Rev. Amanda Horan 
 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH 
 
*AffirmaƟon of Faith From The Confession of 1967 

In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once for all. Jesus, a PalesƟnian 
Jew, lived among his own people and shared their needs, temptaƟons, joys, and 
sorrows. He expressed the love of God in word and deed and became a brother 
to all kinds of sinful men and women. But his complete obedience led him into 
conflict with his people. His life and teaching judged their goodness, religious 
aspiraƟons, and naƟonal hopes. Many rejected him and demanded his death. In 
giving himself freely for them, he took upon himself the judgment under which 
everyone stands convicted. God raised him from the dead, vindicaƟng him as 
Messiah and Lord. The vicƟm of sin became victor, and won the victory over sin 
and death for all.  
 

*Hymn (#138) Who Would Think That What Was Needed 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call to Generosity  
  
Offertory Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Arr. By John LeaviƩ
   
*CongregaƟonal Response (#607, alt. tune #147) Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
 praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise triune God whom we adore. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel. 



 

 

*Responsive Prayer of DedicaƟon 
One:  Gracious and loving God, in this season of giving and receiving giŌs, we 

thank you for your indescribable giŌ of your only Son, our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.   

All: With graƟtude and joy, we bring our Ɵthes and offerings today. With your 
blessing, may they be mulƟplied and used to share the good news and 
love of Jesus Christ. Thank you, God, for your many blessings and your 
claim on our lives to share them with others. In Jesus’s name we pray. 
Amen.  

 
 

  WE DEPART TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn (#137)  He Came Down 
 
*Charge & BenedicƟon 
 
*CongregaƟonal BenedicƟon (#136, Refrain)  Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
 
*Postlude  Sing We Now of Christmas Gordon Young 
 
  *Please rise, in body or spirit. 

Scan for bulletin info, 
news, and more! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


