
 

 

December 7, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Prelude  O Come, LiƩle Children Handbell Choir 
   
Words of Welcome   Rev. Amanda Horan 
  

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Call to Worship  Turner York & Bob Vickery
  

One:  Magnify the Lord, for God has done great things.  
 God is mindful of the least and the last. 
Many:  We praise the one who builds up the poor and casts down the powerful. 
 



 

 

One:  A child is coming who will turn the world upside down.  
 Let us be like his mother and worship while we wait. 
Many:  We worship God, who performs mighty deeds with God’s arm  
 and gives voice to the outcast. 
One:  God fills the hungry with good things and sends the rich away empty. 
Many:  We will wait and not be afraid. 

 
LighƟng the Candle of Peace  
 
*Hymn (#82)   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 
 
*Call to Confession  Rev. R.C. Griffin III 

 
*Prayer of Confession 

God of Grace, we confess that we are not ready for you to come into our world — 
not quite yet. We cling to the known and familiar, afraid of the transformaƟon 
your grace will bring. Yet you are always a step ahead of us, a voice crying out in 
the wilderness, inviƟng us into to bold new ways of being disciples. Humble us, O 
God, and teach us to do the work of repentance so that, fully reliant on your 
grace, we may know the richness of restored relaƟonship with you and one 
another. (Silence) 

 
*Responsive Assurance of Pardon 

One: Friends, let’s share the good news: 
Many: God’s mercy is from everlasƟng to everlasƟng.  
One: Before we repent and change our ways,  
  God’s love has already claimed us as God’s own.  
All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  

 
*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace 
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#76, refrain) Do Not Be Afraid 

Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Chosen and beloved, you are my own. 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you: by your name I called you for my own. 



 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
Prayer for IlluminaƟon (#95, sing 2x)  Prepare the Way of the Lord 
 
First Scripture Lesson MaƩhew 3:1-12  

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 
Anthem  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming/He Will Come Benjamin Harlan
    
Second Scripture Lesson Isaiah 11:1-10 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 

Sermon  New Growth Rev. Amanda Horan 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH 
 
*AffirmaƟon of Faith Adapted from The Confession of 1967 

God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of human life: social 
and cultural, economic and poliƟcal, scienƟfic and technological, individual and 
corporate. It includes our natural environment as exploited and despoiled by sin. 
God wills that God’s purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule of 
Christ, and all evil be banished from God’s creaƟon. Already God’s reign is 
present as a ferment in the world, sƟrring hope in all people and preparing the 
world to receive its ulƟmate judgment and redempƟon. With an urgency born of 
this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a beƩer world. 
It does not idenƟfy limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does 
it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church 
looks beyond all parƟal achievement to the final triumph of God.  
 

*Hymn (#373) O Day of Peace 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call to Generosity  Elder Karen Worley
   



 

 Offertory MeditaƟon of “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” John Carter
 Marty Franklin  
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#607, alt. tune #147) Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
 praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise triune God whom we adore. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel. 
 
*Responsive Prayer of DedicaƟon 

One:  We give you thanks, Holy One, for all good things:   
Many:  for this universe and for Earth itself, for creatures and plants, for water 

and food, for light and darkness;   
One:  We give you thanks for Jesus, our brother,  
Many:  who enlarged our vision and teaches us to believe in and work for in a life 

of peace and abundance for all.  
One:  Take the giŌs of our lives. 
All: Turn our offerings to your good will, and turn us always to you in 

graƟtude. Amen. 
 
  WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn (#106)  Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
*Charge & BenedicƟon  
 
*Postlude  Postlude on VENI VENI EMMANUEL 
  *Please rise, in body or spirit. 

Scan for bulletin info, 
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