NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ 33™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
November 16, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Partita on ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR Iteke Prins
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Sing praises to the Lord, for God has done gloriously!
Many: Let us sing God’s praises throughout all the earth!
One: Shout aloud and sing for joy,
Many: from the highest peaks, to the deepest caverns!
One: Shout aloud and sing for joy,
Many: from the tiniest creatures, to the greatest herds!
One: Shout aloud and sing for joy,
Many: in the midst of our joys and our sorrows!
One: Shout aloud and sing for joy, as we come to worship the God of all creation!
All: Let us worship the Lord, our God!

*Hymn (#393) O Day of Rest and Gladness

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan



*Prayer of Confession
God of peace we confess we are a people of fear.
We have let anxiety rule our days and worry our nights.
We have been distracted by nerves and focused on tension.
We confess we have ignored your command to not be afraid.
Forgive us, O God.
Calm our hearts, settle our stomachs,
and renew in us the ability to find our comfort in you. (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: The prophet Isaiah assures us:
God is building a new heaven and a new earth;
the former things will not be remembered or come to mind.
All:  Forgiven and freed, we rejoice in what the Lord is creating in us
and in all creation. Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#659) Know That God Is Good

Know that God is good (3x). God is good (2x).
Halle, Hallelujah (3x). Hallelujah (2x).

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#458, refrain) Thy Word is a Lamp unto My Feet

First Scripture Lesson Isaiah 65:17-25
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem Ellen Lipscomb & Jim Trice

Second Scripture Lesson 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Working, Working, Working Rev. R.C. Griffin IlI



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith From A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new
heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life orin death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Hymn (#767) Together We Serve
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Call to Generosity
Offertory Ellen Lipscomb & Jim Trice

*Congregational Response (#647) Give Thanks




*Responsive Prayer of Dedication
One: God of the wolf and the lamb, the lion and the ox,
we give thanks for these gifts and pray they might be agents of your peace.

All:  May they serve your creation as we seek your new heaven and new earth.
One: Help us take these gifts out into a world filled with distress and calm it.
All: Help us take these gifts out into a world filled with pain and heal it.

One: Help us take these gifts out into a world filled with silence and speak up.
All: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#295) Go to the World!

*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude Closing Voluntary on ST. GEORGE’s WINDSOR  Francis C. Woods

*Please rise, in body or spirit.
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393 O Day of Rest and Gladness

1 O day of rest and glad - ness, O day of joy and light
: On you, at earth’scre - a - Hon the light first had its  birth;
3 On you, God's peo - ple, meet - ing, the Ho - Iy Scrip-ture hear,
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(9] balm for care and  sad -  vess, most beawn - 6 - ful, most bright;
on you, for pur sal - va ticn Christ rose from depths of earth;

Christ’s liv -ing pres-ence greet ing. through bread and wine made near.
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on  you, the high and low - Iy through a - ges joined in  tune,

onn you, our Lord vic - to - rious sent Spir - it forth from heaven.
Mew grac-es  ev - er gain - ing from this our day of rest
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sing“Ho -1y, ho-ly, ho - ly" to the great God tri - une.
And thus on  you, most glo - rious,a tii - ple light was given.
we reach the rest re - main - ing to spir-its  of the blest
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659  Know That God Is Good
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Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet 458
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Thy word is a lamp un-to my feet and a light wun-to my
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Mease be near me to the end,
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Together We Serve /67

Capo 3: (G) (D) (Em) (Bm7)
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1 To - geth - er  we serve, u - nit -ed by love
2 We seek to be - come a bea-con of hope,
3 We wel-come the scarred, the wealth-y, the poor,
4 To - geth -er, by grace, we  wit - ness and work,
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in - vit - ing God’s world to the glo - ri - ous feast.
a lamp for the heart and a light for the feet.
the bus -y the lJone-ly and all who need care
re - mem-ber -ing Je - sus, in whom we grow strong.
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We work and we pray through sor - row and  joy,
We learn, year by  year to  let love shine through
We of - fer a home to thosxe who will come,
To - geth - er  we serve in  Spir - it and truth,
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ex - tend - ing God’s love to the last and the least.
un - til we see Christ in each per-son we meet
our hands quick to  help, our hearts read -y  to  dare.
re - mem - ber - ing love is the strength of our song.

The first three words of this lext in the webwite address for Fiest Presbyterian Church of San Anselmo,
California, for whuse contennial the hymn was commi ssioned. The lext draws on Ephesians 4:11-16, a
passage describing the many gifts and ministrs within the body of Christ.
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647/ Give Thanks
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Cive thanks with a grate-ful heart; give thanks to the Ho-ly One;
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S0, And  now let the weak say, “We are strong’; let the
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poor say, “We are rich  be-cause of what the Lord has done for
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Drenwing on language from 2 Corinthians 6:10 and 12000 48 well as Paalm 1263, this short and repetitive
can be esily memorimed. The simple vocabulary makes it suitable for multigenerational use, reminding all
agrs how gratitude for God's goodness chanpes our pesspective.
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GIVE THANES
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Go to the World! 295
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1 Go to the world! G in -t all the eanh.
2 Go to the world! GO in - o ev - ery place
3 Go  to  the world! Go  strug - gle, bless, and  pray;
4 Go to the world! Go a8  the ones | send,
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Go  preach the cross where Christ re - news life's  worth,
Go  live the word of God's re - deem - ing  grace,
the nights of tears give way to  joy - ous day.
for 1 am with  you till  the age shall end,
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bap - tiz - ing as the sign of our re - birth
Go  seek God's pres - ence in  each time and  space.
As  ser - vant church, vou fol - low Christ's own  way
when all the  hosts of glo - ry cry "A - men!”
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Based on Christ's great commission (Matthew 28:79-20], this text was written for a Convoeation of
Emmarue] College in Toronto, the largest thealogical school of the United Church of Canada, a
denomination formed by the union of Methodists, Congregationalists, and Presbyterians.
TEKT: Sylvia G Duregan, 1905 EIME MOIbAINE
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