NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP e REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY
November 23, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Processional Fanfare on “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” Anthony Giamanco
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. Amanda Horan

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship

One: Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel;

Many: You have come to your people and set them free.

One: You have raised up a might savior for us
in the house of your servant David.

Many: Through your holy prophets of old,
you promised to save us.

One: You have shown the mercy promised to our ancestors.

Many: You rescued your people so that we may serve you without fear —
saved by your forgiveness and mercy.

One: Inthe tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from heaven will break upon us
All: to give light to those who are sitting in darkness

and in the shadow of death, to guide us on the path of peace.

*Hymn (#260) Alleluia! Sing to Jesus



WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. R.C. Griffin Il

*Prayer of Confession
Mighty and tender God, in Jesus’ earthly ministry you announced the nearness of
your reign, and yet we do not always recognize your kingdom among us. We seek
power and attention for ourselves, forgetting that your birth was first proclaimed
not in the halls of palaces, but to shepherds keeping watch in the fields. We judge
others as unworthy, forgetting that you shared meals with the rejected and
forgotten. We hold back our gifts, forgetting that you put your own body on the
line for love of the world; and so we pray...

Musical Reflection (#227) Jesus, Remember Me

(Silence) Forgive us, O God. Restore in us the desire to for kingdom, and teach us
to be more Christlike in word, deed, and spirit. Amen.

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon

One: God has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom
of the beloved Son.

All: Give joyful thanks to God!
In Christ we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins. Amen

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace
*Congregational Response (#659) Know That God Is Good

Know that God is good (3x). God is good (2x).
Halle, Hallelujah (3x). Hallelujah (2x).

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#458, refrain) Thy Word is a Lamp unto My Feet



First Scripture Lesson Luke 23:33-43
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem God is Our Refuge and Strength Allen Pote

Second Scripture Lesson Jeremiah 23:1-6
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Shepherd King Rev. Amanda Horan

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith Adapted from The Belhar Confession
We believe in the triune God, Parent, Child, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects,
and cares for the church through the Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the
beginning of the world and will do to the end. We believe:

+ that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring about
justice and true peace among people;

+ that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of
the destitute, the poor, and the wronged;

+ that God calls the church to follow God in this; for God brings justice to the
oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;

+ that God frees the prisoner, supports the downtrodden, protects the
stranger, and blocks the path of the ungodly;

+ that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and
need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness
against and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down
like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream;

We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to
confess and to do all these things, even though the authorities and human laws
might forbid them and punishment and suffering be the consequence. Jesus is
Lord. Amen.

*Hymn (#274) You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer



Call to Generosity Elder Gerald Lankford

Offertory

Gratitude Michele McLaughlin

*Congregational Response (#647) Give Thanks

*Responsive Prayer of Dedication

One: Holy God, you look upon your people with mercy and love.
Many: For your generosity and grace, we give you thanks.
One: You grant redemption, salvation, and wisdom.
Many: For your faithful care, we give you thanks.
One: Receive these gifts for your hurting and broken world.
Many:  Multiply them for your service, O God.
One: Strengthen us to do your work with joy and hope.
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, who multiplies small gifts
and feeds the multitudes. Amen.
WE DEPART TO SERVE
*Hymn (#268) Crown Him with Many Crowns

*Charge & Benediction

*Postlude

Recessional on “Let All Things Now Living” Lani Smith

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

We're a
Matthew 25
church

pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!



JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

260 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Jesus, Remember Me

227
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Je-sus, re-mem-ber me
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when you come in - to your king-dom.
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This chant-like setting, intended for repeated singing, comes from the ecumenical monastic community in
Taizé, France, Based on the prayer of the penitent thief crucified with Jesus (Luke 23:42), this text is a

| poignant expression of the desire to be present with Christ in glory.

TEXT: Taizé Community, 1981
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1981

‘;Tex! and Music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

REMEMBER ME
Irregular



659  Know That God Is Good
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Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet 458
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; You, Lord, Are Both Lamb 274
| and Shepherd
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in - stant; you, whom we both scorn and crave.
in - stant; you who are both gift and . cost.
in - stant; you, who are our pil - grim guide.
in - stant; you, who are our death and life.

When it was first published, the author called this text “Christus Paradox,” because so many attributes of
Christ stand in tension with each other. Mindful of the works of Seren Kierkegaard, she drafted it on a
commuter bus after “a particularly bad day” of prison ministry.

F:T; Sylvia G, Dunstan, 1984 PICARDY

USIC: French mebody, 17th cent. B8.7.8.7.8.7
Eext © 199) GIA Publications, inc. {alternate harmonization, 147)



647/ Give Thanks
[} l

. : =
:r- i | ? e - n
SRSy ¢ 0 3 7

Cive thanks with a grate-ful heart; give thanks to the Ho-ly One;
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Drenwing on language from 2 Corinthians 6:10 and 12000 48 well as Paalm 1263, this short and repetitive
can be esily memorimed. The simple vocabulary makes it suitable for multigenerational use, reminding all
agrs how gratitude for God's goodness chanpes our pesspective.
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Fﬂ.?h-lw Semith, 1971, ali.
MLSHC: Henry Smilh, 197H
Tt avicd Mgt © P90 ity Flosanna) Musk (adng, ERCHC Publisiaing com)
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! Crown Him with Many Crowns 268
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“1 Crown him with man -y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
‘2 Crown him the Lord of love;  be - hold his hands and side,
3 Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scep - ter sways
4 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten-tate of time;
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"This text is so familiar that it is easy to miss all its paradox, mystery, suffering, and beauty; it rewards careful
‘feading and meditation outside corporate worship. The tune’s composer, chapel organist at Windsor Castle,
,}ad much experience in creating a royal sound.
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TEXTE Matthew Bridges, 1851 DIADEMATA
MU&C: George |ob Elvey, 1868 SMD



