NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ 13™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
June 29, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Prelude on THAXTED Shelton Ridge Love
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Jesus said, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of people.”
Many: Lord, help us follow where you lead.
One: Jesus said, “If any wish to come after me,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”
Many: Lord, help us put you first and follow you.
One: Jesus said, “Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where | am, there will my servant be also.”
Many: Lord, help us follow you that we may serve you.
One: The peace of Christ be with all of you.
All: And also with you. Let us worship God!

*Hymn (#810) When in the Night | Meditate

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan



*Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, you claimed us as your own in our baptisms and called us to be your
covenant people. We confess we do not live as people created in your image, nor
do we lead lives worthy of the calling to which we have been called. Jesus still
calls, “Follow me” and we offer excuses because we can’t do that. Jesus calls us to
new life in the Spirit, and we cling to our old habits and tired traditions. Gracious
God, forgive our sins. Open our ears and hearts to hear Jesus’s call and give us
grace and strength to respond in faith and love. (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon

One: When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, God
saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but
according to God’s mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit.

All:  God has poured out the Spirit on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,
so that, having been justified by grace, we might become heirs according
to the hope of eternal life.

One: So let us declare the good news of the gospel:

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace

*Congregational Response (#582,v. 1) Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination (#455) Listen to the Word That God Has Spoken

First Scripture Lesson Luke 9:51-62
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem The Majesty and Glory of Your Name Tom Fettke &
Linda Lee Johnson



Second Scripture Lesson Galatians 5:1, 13-25
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Choosing Freedom Rev. R.C. Griffin

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith from “A Declaration of Faith”
We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God
with us, touching all of human life with the
presence of God. He lives as one of us with God.
Because he shares our humanity and has bound
us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the
innermost life of God. We declare that Jesus is
Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory over
the powers that deform and destroy human life.
His lordship is hidden. The world appears to be
dominated by people and systems that do not
acknowledge his rule. But his lordship is real. It
demands our loyalty and sets us free from the
fear of all lesser lords who threaten us. We
maintain that ultimate sovereignty now belongs
to Jesus Christ in every sphere of life. Jesus is
Lord’ He has been Lord from the beginning. He
will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord.
Amen.

*Hymn (#292) As the Wind Song
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Call to Generosity

Offertory Soliloquy King Richard Il




*Congregational Response (#607, alt. tune #606) Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
One: Gracious and loving God,
All:  We thank you for the undeserved blessings you give us. Most of all, we
thank and praise you for your indescribable gift of your Son Jesus
Christ. Give us grateful hearts and willing lives so we may follow our
Lord where he leads us and serve our Lord as he calls us. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#544, sing 3x) Bless the Lord

*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude A Joyful Recessional Lani Smith

*Please rise, in body or spirit.
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810 When in the Night | Meditate
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Carresponding to Psalm 16:7-11, these five stanzas celebrating God's guidance and protection formed the
second half of a paratﬁhrasc of the full psalm in their original publication. These words are set to a 16th-
century psalm tune that has been effective with many texts.

TEXT: The New Medrical Version of the Paalms, 1909, alt. ST. FLAVIAN
MLISIC: Day's Psalter, 1562 o]
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=X T: Trael. liturgical text; acapt. Faul M. Vasile, 2008
IISIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
it Adkap. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasife

GLORY TO GOD (Wasile)



455 Listen to the Word That
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May be sung as a round, successive voices entering ad lib.

Like "Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” (see no. 453), this short song from Canada is an encouragement
to pay attention to what God is saying. The significance of the text is enhanced by singing this piece as a
round, allowing the overlapping phrases to yield a single message.

TEXT: Anan, Canadian, all, IIFEN
MUSIC: Anon. Canadian; adapt. Chiech Hypmnary, dth Edition, 2005 10.10.11.10
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peversing the usual order, this hymn began with the music rather than the words, The compaser (from
singapore) sent this tune o the author (in New Zealand) o see what text it might inspire from her. She also
ﬁuggestc-d the tune name, a Maor! phrase meaning “Holy Spiril.”

:F?ﬂ: Shim-’,r Fu:na Mr.lr_ray"— 20004; Chinese trans, Ee Suen Wung_. wons WAIRLIA TAPL
MUISIC: Swee Honp Lim, 2004 Irreguilar

anel Music & 2005 Hope Puldlshing Comparny
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Praise God, from Whom

All Blessings Flow

Doxology
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TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg
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544 Bless the Lord

B ] : | | | |

Sl i

b S
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God's ho - ly ~ name.
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Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me in - to life.
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Thie refrain based on Psalon 0000 Is mcant for repeated shghng, To “bloess God®s holy name” twhich could
il b wprrken b skl Jesws) i pemdnder fo Do gratelul even lor whal wi cant l_'l'll\l"l.\."ll'“lla Lrusting
that God's providence will show ws “the pathy of Bie® (Psalm 111
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