
 

 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP • FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 9, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.  

 
Prelude VariaƟons I and II on ST FLAVIAN Anthony Giamanco 
  Marty Franklin 
 
Words of Welcome  Rev. R.C. Griffin 
 

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Call to Worship   

One: The season of Lent sets us on a journey. 
Many: The journey begins in the wilderness. 
One: We follow the way of Jesus, 
 who faced trials, trouble, temptaƟon, and tesƟng. 
Many: Like Jesus, we are not alone. 
 The Holy Spirit is with us. God’s Word is on our lips. 
One: Our call is to trust in God alone, to do God’s will in all things. 
All: For God leads us not only into the wilderness, 
 but also through the wilderness. 
 

*Hymn (#166)  Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days 
 

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 
 
*Call to Confession  Rev. Amanda Horan 
 



 

 

*Prayer of Confession   
O God, our refuge and fortress, forgive us when we fail to trust in you. We fall to 
temptaƟon; we are swayed by false words; we speak false words of our own.  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and upon 
the world. In turning from you, we seƩle for less than the abundant generosity 
you intend. Forgive us, we pray. Do not let us be put to shame, O God. Hear us as 
we call to you and show us your salvaƟon. (Silence) 
 
*Sung ReflecƟon (#576, sing 2x followed by silence) Lord, Have Mercy 
    Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy on us. 

 
*Responsive Assurance of Pardon 

One:  Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. 
 Friends, let us declare the good news: 
Many: God does not turn away from us, 
 but desires to bring us into the glorious freedom offered in Jesus Christ. 
One: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace 
 
*CongregaƟonal Response (#447) We Are Forgiven 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US 

 
Prayer for IlluminaƟon 
 
First Scripture Lesson Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 
 

Anthem  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days arr. John LeaviƩ 
 
Second Scripture Lesson Luke 4:1-13 

(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon  In the Wilderness Rev. R.C. Griffin 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH 
 

*AffirmaƟon of Faith  Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
 Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, 
 dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the  
 dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father 
 Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; the resurrecƟon of the body; and the life everlasƟng. 
 Amen. 
 

*Hymn (#165) The Glory of These Forty Days 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call to Generosity  
 
Offertory Offertory on ST FLAVIAN arr. Andrew Tessman 
  
*CongregaƟonal Response (#698)  Take, O Take Me as I Am 
  Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 
  set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 



 

 

*Responsive Prayer of DedicaƟon 
 One: Gracious and Generous God, 
  we are amazed by the good giŌs you bestow in abundance. 
 Many: Thank you for food that sustains us on our journey.  
  Thank you for the company of saints to whom we are joined.  
  Thank you for giving us your work to do on earth.  
 One: We offer back to you a porƟon of all that we have received. 
 All:  We set down our baskets in celebraƟon of your greatest giŌ,  
  Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn (#783) When We Are Tested 
 
*Charge & BenedicƟon 

 
*Postlude  VariaƟons III and IV on ST FLAVIAN Anthony Giamanco 
 
 
  *Please rise, in body or spirit. 

Scan for bulletin info, 
news, and more! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


