
Wilkesboro Presbyterian Chapel 
A Service of Worship •  Ash Wednesday 

March 5, 2024—6:30 p.m. 



    Silent Prayer for Preparation 
“It’s a season of unmasking, of veils lifted. We are seeing our collective soul with a clarity that is 

disorienting. Listen for the apathy, the cruelty, and neglect. Then listen closely for all who dare resist.” 
- Cole Arthur Riley 

 
   

Call to Worship    Rev. R.C. Griffin
 One: God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, 
  but that the world might be saved through him. 
 Many: God’s love endures forever. 
 One: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
  Therefore, we will not fear though the earth should change, 
  though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
  though the waters roar and foam, 
  though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 Many: God’s love endures forever. 
 One: God abides with us and teaches us to die to self and to live repentant lives. 
 All: God’s love endures forever. 
  We return, we remember, and we will listen well. Let us worship God. 
     
*Hymn (#434)   Restore in Us, O God 
 
Prayer of Confession  Rev. Amanda Horan 
 One: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, 
  you are one who guards and guides our way. 
 Many: Have mercy upon us. 
 One: To follow you is to trust you in paradox; that from a broken, aching heart, 
 Many: rises a healing and hopeful heart; 
 One: that out of weakness and vulnerability, 
 Many: grows the quickening of Christ’s Love; 
 One: that in darkness and despair, 
 Many: the radiance of Christ’s Light shines. 
 One: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, 
  we fail to follow you; we turn away. 
 Many: Forgive us, we pray. 
 
Sung Reflection (#576, sing 2x)    Lord, Have Mercy 

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
 One: This day. This evening. 
 Many: There was evening, then morning, the first day. 
  And it was good. Very good. 



 One: This day. This Evening. Ashes to Ashes. Dust to Dust. 
 Many: We are grounded in the Source of All Being. This day. This Evening. 
 One: For needing evidence for every holy matter, 
  and wanting none for our indifference to all injustice, 
 Many: Forgive and accept our repentance. 
 One: For failure to speak and praise your name alone 
  and that we do not make a defense for the hope that is within us, 
 Many:  Forgive and accept our repentance. 
 One: Restore us, O God. 
 All: Favorably hear us, for your mercy and forgiveness are great. Amen. 
    
Assurance of Pardon  

One:  According to the Lord’s abundant mercy, 
  there is forgiveness for all who seek repentance,  
All:  According to the Lord’s abundant mercy, 
  there is grace for all who turn their hearts to the way of Jesus. 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregational Response (#447)  We Are Forgiven 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

      
Prayer for Illumination 

 
Scripture Lesson 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
    (One: Holy wisdom, holy word. All: Thanks be to God) 
 
Reflection   In Every Way Rev. R.C. Griffin 
 
*Hymn (#433)  Sign Us with Ashes 
 
Invitation to the Observation of the Lenten Discipline 
 
Prayer Over Ashes 
 One:  From dust we came, to dust we shall return; 
   and even yet, we sing “Alleluia” at the grave because death is not the end, 
   only a sign of an impending resurrection. 
   May these ashes tonight be for us a sign of our mortality, 
   a desire for repentance, and a reminder that only by your gracious gift 
    are we given everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
   Into your loving and merciful ways, Source of Being, 



 Many: we commend our lives. 
 One:  Accomplish in us, Holy One, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, 
 Many: the work of your saving grace. 
 One:  By the passion of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 All:  bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection. Amen. 
 
*Imposition of Ashes 

(When you are ready, please proceed to the door using the center aisle for the 
imposition of ashes. All are invited to receive ashes either on the forehead or the hand 

from the person in front of them. Once you have received ashes, turn to the person 
behind you and impose ashes on them, saying: “Remember that you are dust and to dust 
you shall return.” After receiving and imposing the ashes, you may leave the sanctuary 
quietly as people ready for a Lenten journey. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.) 

 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit 
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