NORTH WILKESBORO
A(& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WELCOMING - GROWING - SERVING - LOVING

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP ¢ 3" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
January 26, 2025 - 11:00 a.m.

Prelude Prelude on TRURO Carson Cooman
Marty Franklin

Words of Welcome Rev. R.C. Griffin

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to Worship
One: Jesus comes to proclaim good news to us all!
Many: Jesus releases those who are captive, gives sight to the blind,
helps the oppressed, and declares the year of the Lord’s favor!
One: May we go and do likewise, offering hope to a hurting world.
All: And may it all begin with our worship of God right now.

*Hymn (#301) Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)

WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE

*Call to Confession Rev. Amanda Horan

*Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we are far from the people you have called us to be. We are mired in
self-centeredness, seeing things only in terms of how they relate to us and our
happiness. Turn our hearts, bent as they are towards ourselves, out to the world



around us. Make us more concerned with others, with their welfare and
happiness, leaving our own concerns to you, O God. Forgive us for our many
mistakes and make us anew we pray. (Silence)

*Responsive Assurance of Pardon
One: Let us proclaim the good news of the gospel:
All:  God’s promise to forgive is sure and everlasting.
One: May we know that we are forgiven and be at peace.
All:  Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Sharing a Sign of Christ’s Peace

*Congregational Response (#582, v. 1) Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD TO US

Prayer for lllumination

First Scripture Lesson Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Anthem Come, Thou Fount Craig Courtney
Mike & Vicki Norman

Second Scripture Lesson Luke 4:14-21
(One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Many: Thanks be to God.)

Sermon Inauguration Day Rev. R.C. Griffin



WE RESPOND TO GOD IN FAITH

*Affirmation of Faith 1 Timonthy 3:16
Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: Jesus was revealed in
flesh, vindicated in spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among Gentiles, believed
in throughout the world, taken up in glory. This is the story of our faith, and it
fills us with hope. Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Hymn (#772) Live into Hope
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer

Call to Generosity

Offertory “When Love Is Found” Anthony Giamanco
*Congregational Response (#607, Alt. Tune #606) Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.



*Prayer of Dedication
One: Gracious God, whose love is so extravagant,
All:  We dedicate these gifts to you.
May they go to share your love and care with the world. Amen.

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn (#757) Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples
*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude Variations on KINGSFOLD Austin C. Lovelace

*Please rise, in body or spirit.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Our Session has scheduled the Annual Meeting of the Congregation (Part A) to
be held today (Sunday, January 26, 2025) directly following our 11:00am worship
service (approx. 12:00pm). This meeting will be conducted in hybrid fashion, both in-
person and via Zoom. Our purpose is:
1. To approve our pastors’ Terms of Call and
2. To hear areport about our 2025 mission priorities (Budget 2025)

We're a

Matthew 25
\ church
. pcusa.org/matthew25

Scan for bulletin info,

news, and more!



301 Let Us Build a House

All Are Welcome
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all  can
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ler,
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach  be - yond the
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their  songs and
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how hearts learn to  for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
to dream God's reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand  as

where peace and  jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
and  live the Word they've known. Here the out - cast and the
as words with - in the Word. Built of tears and cries and

{Em) (A) (D) (G)
Cm C F gb
= I | \
A+ —
D &—= 1 v
vi - sions, rock of faith and wvault of grace; here the
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God's grace here as
Je - sus, is - re-vealed in time and  space; as we
strang - er = bear the im - age of God's face; let us
laugh - ter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; let  this

Although it was written for a church dedication, this text is not about a physical structure but a spiritual
one. The building is at best only a vessel for the essential love and hope, life and faith, peace and justice,
hospitality and nurture that form the worshiping community.

TEXT and MUSIC: Mary Haugen, 1994 “TWO OAKS
Text and Music © !994 G114 Publications, Inc. 496568710 with refrain



582 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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whose grace has par - doned me,
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whose love has set  me  free

and to the Spir - it,
World with - out end,
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.

* with-out end. A - men.
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GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)

TEXT: Trad, litwrgical text; adapt. Paul 8. Vasile, 2008

MALISIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Masile
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Live into Hope
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2 Live in - to hope! The blind shall see  with in - sight
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. gained, the end of greed. Theop-pressed shall  be the
and with clar - i - ty re - mov - ing shades of
speak, the right to be, the right to have one's
fear or want or greed. God now pro - claims our
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first to see  the year of God's own ju - bi - leel
pride and fear, a vi - sion of our God brought near

: dai - ly bread, to hear God’s word and thus be fed.
full re - lease to faith and  hope and joy and peace.
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This text on Luke 4:16-20, the author's first, was

weritten for the United Presbyterian Women's National

seeting in July 1976 because the team planning worship could not find a suitable hymn on that passage.
She wrote the words with this vigorous 18th-century tune in mind.

TEAT: Jane Parker uler, 1976, -
PALISIC: Mg a Sacea, o 177H

TRURO
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Tt ¥ 1900 Jarniee Pagkor Hialer frclmin, Wostmtostor foli Knes Pross)



607

Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow
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Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg
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/57  Today We All Are Called

to Be Disciples
P e —
1 To - day we all are called to be dis - ci-ples of the
2 God made the world and at its birth or - dained our hu - man

3 Pray jus - tice may come roll-ing down as in a might-y
4 May we in ser-vice to our God act out the liv - ing
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Lord, to help to set the caiz - tive  free, make
race to live as stew - ards of the earth, re -
stream, with righ - teous - ness in field and town to
word, and walk the road the saints have trod till
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plow - share out of sword, to feed the hun - gry, quench their
spond-ing to  God's grace. But we are vain and sad - Iy

cleanse us and re - deem. For God is long-ing to re -
all have seen and heard. As stew-ards of the earth may
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This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.

TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985 KINGSFOLD
MUSIC: Emglish Counly Songs, 1893; harm, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 CMD

Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael
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thirst, make love and peace  our fast, tor serve  the
proud; we sow  not  peace  but strife, Our dis - cord
store an earth  where con - flicls cease, a world  that
we give thanks in one ac - cord to God whao

| e L, 2 o % = J

e : 4—;~—J~*J:-- -

[ + =

—] Cam— ! T — —
i S R R I ——
f i 1 e | i
1 !

poor and home - less first, our ease and com - fort last

spreads a dead - ly cloud that threat-ens all  of life.

was cre - at - ed for a har - mo - ny  of peace.

calls  us all to  be dis - ci - ples of the Lord.
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